
By JACK CRAVER
Austin Monitor 

 By a one-vote mar-
gin, City Council on Th urs-
day gave its blessing to the 
controversial Champion 
development. By voting in 
favor of the amendment, 
Council is allowing a 300-
unit residential develop-
ment to go forward, to the 
chagrin of many nearby res-
idents who have vehemently 
opposed the project, which 
they say threatens an envi-
ronmentally sensitive area.
 Mayor Steve Adler, 
along with Council mem-
bers Greg Casar, Pio Ren-
teria, Delia Garza, Jimmy 
Flannigan and Ellen Trox-
clair, voted to approve an 
amendment to a 20-year-
old settlement agreement 
involving a large tract of 
land in Northwest Austin.

 The amendment 
was approved by Council 
in late 2016, but opponents 
of the project sued, arguing 
that the city had not prop-
erly notifi ed the public of 
the Council vote. A judge 
agreed and struck down the 
vote, forcing Council to take 
up the matter again. Earlier 
this month, Council voted 
to postpone action on the 
matter.
 Ten percent of the 
units of the proposed devel-
opment will be reserved for 
those at or below 80 percent 
of the median family in-
come.
 “I’m glad it’s over,” 
said Richard Suttle, the 
agent for the developer.

 As soon as the 
zoning case came up, Adler 
asked for a motion to ap-
prove. Council Member 
Alison Alter, whose district 
includes the tract, instead 
said she would like to move 
to deny approval. Adler re-
plied that that motion was 
out of order; Alter should 
just vote against the motion 
to approve, he said.
 Later, Alter voiced 
her displeasure with the 
mayor’s rejection of her 
motion. She asked the 
neighbors opposed to the 
project to recognize that she 
had done what she could to 
block its approval.
 “I’m sorry that 
this journey has been so bi-

zarre,” she said, addressing 
the several dozen residents 
who showed up at Council 
to oppose the deal.
 Alter also noted 
that there is another case 
involving another part of 
the Champion tract coming 
to Council in two weeks. 

Suttle is also representing 
the owner on that case, who 
is seeking a zoning change 
to build a neighboring com-
mercial project.
 Mayor Pro Tem 
Kathie Tovo said that she 
had been “torn” on the case, 
recalling that she had voted 

to approve the amendment 
when it came up in 2016. 
Th is time around, however, 
the Environmental Com-
mission weighed in on the 
project, voting 7-2 that the 
amendment was not “neces-
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Tra�  c, aesthetics issues for 
neighborhood association

 
By LESLEE BASSMAN 

Four Points News
 
 One of the last 
open tracts in Steiner 
Ranch, designated multiuse 
or MU-14, will be devel-
oped into a neighborhood 
of 106 detached condo-
minium homes, individual 
homesites within a condo-
minium regime, confi rmed 
Danielle Tocco, commu-
nications vice president of 
Lennar Corporation. The 
4801 N. Quinlan Park Rd. 
site is owned by CalAtlantic 
Homes which merged with 
Lennar Corporation Feb. 
12. On that same date, Ca-
lAtlantic fi led an extension 
to the project’s existing site 
plan, city of Austin permit 
documents show.
  Tocco did not pro-
vide information on the 
residential development’s 
timeline but said “the proj-
ect has started and we have 
broken ground.”
  “(The neighbor-

hood will be) the last and 
final opportunity to own 
a home in Steiner Ranch,” 
Tocco said in an email.
 Local company 
Waterloo Development is 
overseeing the develop-
ment of the project, in-
cluding building out its 

infrastructure—streets and 
utilities, Waterloo Develop-
ment president Christopher 
Blackburn said.
 Brian Thompto, 
chairman of the Steiner 
Ranch Neighborhood As-
sociation, said SRNA has 
reached out to CalAtlantic 

to work with 
the company and Waterloo 
on the development.
 “We are in the 
process of setting up some 
initial meetings with the 
home builder and the de-
veloper to make sure we put 

Mixed-Use No. 14, a roughly 80-acre tract on North Quinlan Park Road near the RM 620 entrance to Steiner Ranch, 
is being developed as a 106 homesite residential project. Leslee Bassman
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300-units approved near 2222/City Park Rd.
Council approves Champion tract deal

Warrior basketball player makes fi rst basket

The City Council gave developers the approval allowing a 300-unit residential development to go forward, to the 
chagrin of many nearby residents who have vehemently opposed the project

 Jack Mudlauff, a  
Laura W. Bush Elementary 
fourth grader with Down 
Syndrome, brought cheers 
from everyone after he 
made his fi rst basket during 
a Neighborhood Sports bas-
ketball game on Feb. 10.

 Video captured the 
moment when Jack, in his 
Warriors uniform, dribbled 
the basketball through the 
other players. He shot the 
ball up and it went through 
the hoop. Th e coaches, ref-
erees and all of the players 

from both sides applauded 
Jack immediately.
 “I’ve never seen 
anyone smile as big as Jack 
when he scored his basket,” 
said  Ethan Ha, teammate. 
“We all ran down the court 
and cheered for him. It was 

a great moment!” 
 “It was epic,” said 
Sara Srncik, parent. “Teams 
on both sides went crazy 
and it was the best display 
of team sportsmanship seen 
in a long time.” 
 KVUE interviewed 

the team last week.
 Coach Layne Srn-
cik also puts Jack’s fi rst bas-
ket into perspective.
 “It’s incredible to 
see the huge impact a sim-
ple layup can have on team-
mates, coaches referees and 

fans,” he said.  
 Ryder Atwood has 
good things to say about his 
teammate. “Jack is joyful 
and funny and has become 
a really good friend. We love 
him and he is so much fun 
to be around.”

Warriors Neighborhood Sports basketball team: Ryan Miller, Brady Srncik, Lawson Lombard, Ryder Atwood, 
Hudson Steinburg, Dylan Mooney, Jack Mudlauff , Andis Halfmann, Ethan Ha, Coach: Layne Srncik. (Not 
pictured: Hanny Jarbough)                                                                                            Lynette Haaland compiled this story.  

Laura W. Bush Elementary 4th grader Jack Mudlauff  makes his fi rst basket during a recent game.
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Controversial Steiner Ranch tract set for 106 condos New Steiner community
 manager to leave,

Community without 
director, manager

By LYNETTE HAALAND
Four Points News

 
 After two and a 
half months, the new Steiner 
Ranch community manager 
resigned and is expected to 
leave her post sometime in 
March. Th is news comes on 
the heels of the community’s 
executive director’s recent 
resignation and the previ-
ous community manager’s 
resignation.
  Heather Hood re-
portedly gave notice on Feb. 
9, former executive director 
Randy Schmaltz’s resigna-
tion was effective Jan. 5, 
he was with the commu-
nity nearly three years, and 
Mackal Taylor resigned in 
mid-December, aft er eight 
years with the community.
  Th e Steiner Ranch 
Master Association Board of 
Directors hires the staff  who 
runs Steiner Ranch. 
 Hood did not com-

ment but Clinton Brown, 
attorney with law fi rm Rob-
erts Markel Weinberg Butler 
Hailey and general counsel 
for the Steiner Ranch Mas-
ter Association, shared this 
statement from Hood: “She 
values the relationships she 
has made with association 
management and wishes 
the management team and 
board well on their future 
endeavors.”
 “It is very unfortu-
nate that Heather is leaving. 
I understand how crucial it 
is to keep our HOA in good 
health in order to move for-
ward with projects and day 
to day operations,” said Eri-
ka Fletcher, vice president of 
the board. 
   “I can reassure the 
community that the board 
is working on interviewing 
and hiring replacements for 
the open positions. I am on 
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EXTENDED HOURS

By HARSHITA AVIRNENI
CLAIRE LAWRENCE

Vandegrift  Voice 
 
 Director Celeste 
Schneider has chosen “Ar-
chipelago” for the Vandeg-
rift  Th eatre Harvey Players 
to perform at the University 
Interscholastic League com-
petition.
 “It’s historical 
and based on true events,” 
Schneider said. “I think it’s 
cool when kids can actually 
learn about history and be 
in history. It’s a valuable ex-
perience.”
 “Archipelago” is a 
dramatic play based on the 
Russian Gulags, the gov-
ernment agency in charge 
of the Soviet forced labor 
camp system. Th e play por-
trays the atrocities that took 
place toward the victims by 
using a range of satire and 
drama.
  “‘Archipelago’ to 
me is a story that is about 
why we tell stories, why we 
have to pass on stories, and 
the faith that those stories 
put in us and other people,” 
said junior Grace Hedges. 
“Th ere is a part at the end 
of the show, where it’s ‘we 
don’t come for ourselves but 
for those who cannot make 
the journey, they have gone 
where they have not and 

we must tell the story,’ and 
I think that’s the entire core 
of the show to me.”
  “It’s a very eclectic 
play with a lot of things go-
ing on at once,” senior Jack 
Rosenblatt said. “We’ve been 
doing a lot of research.”
  Theatre depart-
ments across Leander ISD 
participate in the UIL One-
Act Play contest. Casts, 
consisting of 15 students, 
perform 40 minute shows 
in front of three judges, 
who decide which schools 
advance to the next round. 
 “You usually start 
at pre-zones and can then 
(advance) to district (then) 
state,” Schneider said. 
“(Scoring) is just all based 
on (the judges’) opinions.”
 Along with the 15 students 
chosen to perform, Schnei-
der has also chosen four 
extra students as alternates.  
  “Especially in this 
show, there are a lot of roles 
where students play several 
diff erent characters. Alter-
nates kind of just have to be 
ready to go at any moment 
for any role,” Schneider said. 
  Many of the actors 
in the class have previously 
worked together on past 
projects. This familiarity 
makes it easier for them to 
perform on stage alongside 
each other.

 Local Four Point resident and Girl Scout Cadette, Tina Carter, 
has earned her Silver Award from the organization. Carter worked with 
Camp Kachina to help improve their sailing program, including build-
ing a dolly that would help campers take their boats to the water. Aft er 
going sailing numerous times with the camp and with her troop, Troop 
350, Carter saw how diffi  cult it was taking boats to the water. Th is in-
volved her reverse engineering designs from online but adapting them 
to the diffi  cult and rocky terrain of the area. Th e second highest award 
the group can off er and the highest award a Cadette can earn, girls 
wishing to be granted the Silver Award must complete a set of badges 
and complete the community based project of their choosing.

Tina Carter showing off  the dolly she designed to help campers get their boats into the lake.

Harvey Players work on UIL production 

Local Girl Scout earns Silver Award

Nina, Grace Hedges
Young Girl #2, Macy Rex

Criminal, Examining Judge, Male Prisoner, Jake Painter
Female Prisoner, Rusama Islam
Female Prisoner, Lily Zielinski
Yezhov, Michael, Corbin King

Vyshinsky, Dima, Carlos Alvarez-Roth
Krylenko, Criminal, Sasha, 1st & 2nd Guard, Drunk Man 

#2, Mick Smith
Molotov, Valeri, Jack Rosenblatt

Yagoda, Andrei, Garanin, Francis Kim
Nursing Mother, Young Girl #1, Brittany Young

Stalin, Man At Train, Camp Manager, Greyson Weedman
Nadya, Madison Woodrom

Katya, Ashlyn Whiteside
Old Woman, Sixtine Ronchi

CREW
Jenna Hoover, Cleonagh Carey, Emma Alvarez-Roth, Lizzie 

Rice, Sydney Levine
 ALTERNATES

Brian Dehne, Samantha Kellogg, Alex Fletcher, Gauri Bel-
lur

 DIRECTORS
Celeste Schneider, John Conner, Jon Alonso

The Vandegrift Harvey Players perform “Archipelago” at district competition on March 20 at Westlake HS.

Cast and Crew
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When it comes to your smile, you’ll be in good hands with a 
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sarily environmentally su-
perior” to the entitlements 
included in the original 
settlement.
 Council Member 
Leslie Pool passionately de-
nounced the amendment 
and said that the threat of a 
lawsuit from the developer 
would not change her vote.
If there is going to be a legal 
battle, said Pool, “I’m go-
ing to be on the side fi ght-
ing with the neighbors and 
against the developers.”
 Carol Lee, a long-
time activist and resident of 
the area, accused Adler of 
“belittling” the work done 
by the Environmental Com-
mission and said that other 
Council members had made 
up their minds to support 
the zoning change, regard-
less of the facts.
 Lee also pushed 
back on the idea that the 
case had to be voted on 
again due only to a tech-
nicality. Property owners 
had not received informa-
tion about a number of key 
environmental waivers and 
variances, she said.

 “Citizens deserve 
to be informed of what ac-
tions you are considering 
taking,” said Lee.
 The Lake Aus-
tin Collective, a group of 
neighbors opposed to the 
project, issued a statement 
which included these main 
points: “For over three de-
cades, the owners of the 
Champion tracts have used 
high-priced lobbyists to get 
special favors and backroom 
deals to maximize their en-
titlements on these proper-
ties. Th e current proposal 
for Champion Tract 3 is an-
other one of these deals. Th e 
egregious environmental 
waivers that it introduces is 
detrimental to endangered 
species habitat… and the 
scale and location of the de-
velopment puts residents at 
risk for traffi  c accidents on 
an already dangerous road. 
We are frustrated with the 
process that has been used. 
If the proper procedures 
had been followed, we do 
not believe we would be in 
the situation we are in to-
day.” 

  None of those 
supporting the amendment 
spoke in favor. Aft er the roll 
call vote, Pool repeatedly 
shook her head in disap-
pointment.
  Alter told the Aus-
tin Monitor that there might 
be litigation from the neigh-
bors challenging the zoning.
  The Lake Austin 
Collective released a state-
ment claiming that the 
group has been in talks 
with another property 
owner who is willing to buy 
the tract and put on it a 
far smaller development: 
120,000 square feet com-
pared to 300,000 square feet.
 Of course, it’s far 
from clear whether the cur-
rent owner of the tract, 2222 
Cap Texas LCC, is interested 
in selling to another devel-
oper.
 Austin Monitor, an 
online, nonpartisan, 501(c)3 
nonprofit publication that 
covers local government and 
politics in and around Aus-
tin.

(L-R) Scott Crosby from River Place, Marisa Barreda Lipscher and Linda Bailey from Lake Austin Collective, Council 
Member Alison Alter, Carol Lee from Lake Austin Collective, and Linda Salomon from Westminster Glen at City 
Council meeting last week. 

World Class Property 
completes 3M purchase 

By LYNETTE HAALAND
Four Points News

 World Class Prop-
erty Co. completed the pur-
chase of 3M’s 1.3-million-
square-foot campus in Four 
Points. Th e 156-acre site at 
6801 River Place Blvd. sold 
for an undisclosed sum.
 “We are excited 
to bring our vision, energy 
and creativity to the rede-
velopment of the 3M Aus-
tin Center campus. This 
unique property allows us 
the opportunity to create a 
one-of-a-kind destination 
in a phenomenal location 
in Austin,” said Nate Paul, 
president and CEO of World 
Class, in a written statement 
according to the Austin 
American-Statesman. 
  3M will continue 
to occupy the site until 2019 
but World Class plans to im-
mediately market space to 
new tenants, Paul said. Th e 
campus can be expanded to 
over 3 million square feet 
through future develop-
ment, reports say. 

 The move affects 
hundreds of 3M employees 
who both live and work in 
Four Points. Local 3M em-
ployees include engineers, 
and research and develop-
ment, marketing, and sup-
ply chain positions.
  Some 800 local, 
3M employees will be mov-
ing from the Four Points 
campus to a new build-
ing off Parmer Lane in 
Northeast Austin by April 
2019. 3M is constructing a 
272,000-square-foot build-
ing in the Tech Ridge area 
of Northeast Austin.
  The 115-year-old 
innovation company  based 
in Minnesota has many 
products including Post It 
notes and Scotch Guard to 
cell phone parts, fi ber optics 
and touch screen hardware.
 In 1988, 3M em-
ployees started to fill the 
Four Points campus. Its 
current 11 buildings equal 
1.2 million-square-feet of 
space including offices, 
laboratories, an innovation 
center, and an on-site co-

generation utility plant that 
powers the 3M campus. 
  Th e main building 
complex is the largest con-
tiguous offi  ce building in 
Austin, Paul said. Th e site 
also has nature trails and 
walking paths. 
 The Four Points 
campus had an assessed 
value of more than $80 mil-
lion, according to the Travis 
Central Appraisal District. 
 A u s t i n - b a s e d 
World Class Property is a 
privately held real estate in-
vestment and development 
company. Reports say that 
the company has purchased 
other notable properties in-
cluding the former Spaghet-
ti Warehouse, the down-
town IHOP, Katz’s Deli and 
La Zona Rosa, as well as the 
former Cypress Semicon-
ductor land in Round Rock. 
Th e company also owns a 
site at Trinity Street and 
East Cesar Chavez streets 
downtown, across from the 
Austin Convention Center.



 We are deeply saddened 
by the events that took place last 
week at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla. We are 
mourning with the nation over the 
tragic loss of innocent lives, and we 
extend our deepest sympathies to the 
victims, their families and friends.

 Such terrible acts of violence 
remind us of the importance of re-
viewing our practices and policies 
to ensure student safety. Know that 
your child’s safety is our top priority 
at all times. LISD campuses regularly 
practice drills for numerous situations 
so that staff  are prepared to lead our 
students to safety during a real emer-
gency.
 LISD partners with multiple 
law enforcement agencies to support 
all schools and has in place threat as-
sessment protocols that are activated 
anytime a threat is reported. We en-
courage families and students to share 
any information about a threat of harm 
to self or others via our anonymous 
alert system or by notifying a school 

staff  member, principal or counselor. 
Th e more information LISD is given, 
the quicker and more thorough the 
investigation. 
 As superintendent of LISD, I 
go to work each day believing that it 
is a blessing for us to be able to teach 
your child. Our top priority is always 
the safety and security of our students, 
and we are committed to continuing 
every eff ort to ensure your child is safe 
while he or she is in our care.
 My heart breaks for those im-
pacted by this horrible tragedy. Th ere 
are no words to express our grief. 
Please remember the Parkland com-
munity in your thoughts and prayers.

By SEAN COUGHLIN
Family Medicine Doctor 

 
 Th ink your blood pressure is 
normal? Th ink again.
 Startling news broke just be-
fore the holidays that could literally 
increase your blood pressure to dan-
gerous levels.
• Updated blood pressure guide-

lines from the American Heart 
Association and American Col-
lege of Cardiology sets “normal” 
blood pressure at under 120 sys-
tolic/80 diastolic – reducing the 
safe reading from under 140/90.

• At the next level, now called “el-
evated” without a hypertension 
diagnosis (it used to be “prehy-
pertension”), the range is between 
120 and 129 and the lower num-
ber must be less than 80.

• Between 130/80 and 139/89 – for-
merly in the safe range – is now 
considered Stage 1 high blood 
pressure.

• Stage 2 high blood pressure is set 
now at 140/90.

 Don’t let the numbers confuse 
or worry you. Medical organizations 
are still evaluating how to interpret the 
guidelines. Bottom line, if your read-
ings are of concern, your physician 
will tell you. And, if you are identifi ed 
with elevated blood pressure, before 
medications are even considered, ex-
pect to be encouraged to make lifestyle 
changes, such as eating better, being 
more active, losing weight and limit-
ing your alcohol intake. Th at’s a recipe 
we all should follow!
Why is this important?
 Over many years, mountains 
of research link high blood pressure 
to cardiovascular disease, kidney dis-
ease and kidney failure. If your top 
blood pressure number is 20 points 

above normal or your lower number 
is 10 points too high, you face possi-
bly doubling your risk of dying from 
a heart attack, heart failure, stroke or 
aortic aneurysm – not to mention the 
risk of surviving but then living with a 
resulting disability and medical issues.
 Under old guidelines, about a 
third of the U.S. population was con-
sidered to have high blood pressure. 
Now, close to half (46 percent) could 
be at risk, depending on associated 
factors (such as family history of dia-
betes, heart disease or stroke and other 
existing ailments).
Good news for patients:
 Less emphasis on taking high 
blood pressure medications,
 More on eating, drinking, ex-
ercising and generally living smarter,
Th e new guidelines promote individu-
alized treatment. 
 Also, all this promotes in-
creased and open communication 
and shared decision-making with your 
doctor. Th at alone could help lower 
your blood pressure.
 Sean J. Coughlin, MD, practic-
es internal medicine at Austin Regional 
Clinic – Wilson Parke, in the Trails at 
620 shopping center.

 Page 4 • Four Points News, Wednesday, February 21, 2018

DAN TROXELL
LISD Superintendent

FOUR POINTS NEWS
Weekly Community Newspaper

CIRCULATION: 5,700 

3,000 MAILED & 2,700 DELIVERED

WEEKLY E-NEWSPAPER  POSTED: 

WWW.FOURPOINTSNEWS.COM

512-483-1708

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

PERSONNEL

Publisher & Editor

LYNETTE HAALAND

Lynette@FourPointsNews.com

Senior Reporter

LESLEE BASSMAN

Leslee@FourPointsNews.com

Sports Editor

SCOTT COLEMAN

Reporters

SARAH DOOLITTLE,

VANDEGRIFT JOURNALISM DEPT.

Graphic Designer 

& Editorial Associate

MADISON PHARIS

Carriers

FRED FRANCO, JAMES BROCK

JOHNATHON CHUBB, HUNTER 

GARSSON, JONATHAN HILT 

Bookkeeper

GINNY BROCK

Advertising & Marketing 

SHAWN STANTON

Shawn@FourPointsNews.com

SUMMER CAMPS
ACFKIDS

2018

PINE COVE CAMP IN THE CITY
JULY 9-13 & JULY 23-27 @ ACF

9AM-4PM
ENTERING 1ST - 6TH GRADE (FALL 2018)

$270

REGISTER NOW AT ACFKIDS.ORG

MEGA CAMP FUN
JUNE 25-29 @ ACF
9AM-12PM 
AGE 4YRS - ENTERING 5TH GRADE (FALL 2018)
$25

AUSTIN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
6401 RIVER PLACE BLVD.

Helping Those Injured by the 
Recklessness of Others
Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Lawyer

(Tried over 140 injury cases to jury verdict.)

Law Offi  ce of Tom Gehring, PC

2802 Flintrock Trace, Ste. 210
Austin, TX 78738 (Offi  ces in Austin & Houston)

512-371-4126 
www.GehringLaw.com

Brian Pitman, 
President/COO 

Phone: 512-454-4500
www.IndependenceTitle.com

LOCALLY GROWN. 
LOCALLY COMMITTED.

#1 Title Company in Austin

Eye Care for 
the Entire Family

5145 N FM 620 Ste G160 • Austin, TX 78732

512.439.2020
www.SteinerEyeCare.com

 Clay Barnett, O.D.

• Eye Exams and Emergencies
• Contact Lenses
• Large selection of Eyewear 
  and Sunglasses
• Certifi ed Optician

Locally owned.

Dear Editor,

 Th ank for your story on the hardships being faced by 

local businesses because of roadway plans. Th is is a sad 

commentary on the incompetence of elected and appoint-

ed offi  cials at all levels of our government who neglected, 

if not abetted, this crisis for years while allowing devel-

opment to occur beyond the capacity of infrastructure 

to handle it. Real lives and real jobs are being adversely 

aff ected unnecessarily. Keep this in mind as the next elec-

tion approaches.

Kent Douglass

River Place

Letter to the Editor
Roadway plans: Harm

Jannine Mason Farnum 

 I really feel for this guy, however has TxDot and he 

tried to fi gure out a way this could work for all? Widening 

his exit entrance so semi could take easier turn out and in? 

Moving median tad or altering it for semi but hindering 

for car.

Wade Bozeman 

 Since the business has been there from 1967, I’d say the 

business has to be taken into account. We all showed up 

aft er the fact.

Facebook Comments

Blood pressure: Th ere’s a new normal

LISD grieves for Florida victims, 
Continues to focus on security

Chamber hosts Summer Camp Fair
 The West Austin 
Chamber of Commerce is 
hosting its second annual 
Summer Camp Fair on 
Monday, March 5 from 4 - 
8 p.m.
 Th is free, family-
friendly event will be held 
at Austin Baptist Church, 
7016 Ribelin Ranch Road, 
and will feature booths and 
information from area sum-
mer camps and program-
ming for children preschool 
age through high school.
 Additional activi-
ties will include face paint-
ing, balloon twisting, games 
and activities, art projects, 

Lego building, free chair 
massages and more. Austin 
Baptist Church’s indoor play 
area will be open for chil-
dren to enjoy and food will 
be available for purchase. 
Raffl  e prizes and giveaways 
will also be available.
 Th is year’s event is 
being presented by YMCA 
Camp Twin Lakes. 
 Registration and 
sponsorships for interested 
businesses and organiza-
tions are available. Contact 
the chamber with any ques-
tions at www.westaustin-
chamber.org/summercamp-
fair .



the biggest picture issues we 
are already aware of on the 
table and start a dialogue,” 
Th ompto said.
 “We’ll engage the 
community as this moves 
forward, as we get some ini-
tial feedback from them and 
as we learn more,” Th ompto 
said. 
 He cited aesthetics 
on the development site—
tree cover, landscaping, veg-
etative placement—and traf-
fi c fl ow in the project area 
as the two main issues the 
group seeks to discuss with 
CalAtlantic. He said aes-
thetics will factor into the 
neighborhood by shielding 
the project site from street 
view as well as off ering these 
new residents privacy.
 Th e development’s 
driveway will be located 
across from Randalls’ ac-
cess point on North Quin-
lan Park Road, with a right 
turn in and right turn out 
only, Th ompto said.
 The issue is that 
due to the topography of 
North Quinlan Park Road. 
“Th e line of sight is poor so 
the (shopping center) does 
not allow even a left  turn 
out of Randalls even though 
people do it anyway,” he 
said. 
 William Farrell 
said he anticipates the proj-
ect will be zoned to Steiner 
Ranch Elementary (School), 
forcing residents to travel up 
RM 620, down to Steiner 
Ranch Boulevard and then 
circle back into Steiner 
Ranch to get to school in 
the morning hours. Cur-
rently, the same route would 
be needed to access Canyon 
Ridge Middle School, he 
said.
 “It’s this big loop,” 
Farrell said of the route. “Or 
are we going to be seeing 
u-turns at that (RM 620 at 
North Quinlan Park) light 
in the mornings for school?” 
 Th ompto said traf-
fi c fl ow has always been a 
concern for Steiner Ranch 
residents.
 “Th e issue is there 
have been so many eyes on 
(MU-14) because people 
have known that we have 
been looking at this, trying 
to put fi elds in there for a 
long time,” SRNA director 
William Farrell said. “And, 
now that construction has 
started, we get questions 
from people who knew we 
were working on it. We just 
want to make sure we can 

w o r k 
with the 
d e v e l -
oper to 
a l l e v i -
ate any 
c o n -
c e r n s 
p eople 
h a v e 

out here.”
Historical background
 Originally, in 
2013, the property was 
slated for 150 duplex 
units situated within 75 
buildings, Th ompto said. 
Th e community put pres-
sure on developer and 
owner Taylor Morrison 
to vacate the residential 
project, he said.
 “We del in-
eated to (Taylor Mor-
rison staff ers) some of 
the downfalls of build-
ing on this property and 
some of the concerns 
and highlighted them,” 
Th ompto said. “We indi-
cated that an alternative 
could be to add value to 
the community by giving 
(Steiner Ranch residents) 
a chance to own it.”
 In January 2015, 
the SRNA board had an 
agreement in place with 
the tract’s new owner 
MU-14 Investments to 
allow Travis County Wa-
ter Control and Improve-
ment District 17—the water 
and wastewater provider 
for Steiner Ranch—to hold 
a bond election and raise 
the $6.5 million needed to 
convert the tract into a rec-
reational community site 
or park, Th ompto said. As 
a water district, WCID 17 
had the authority to provide 
recreational facilities to its 
constituents, he said. 
  Taylor Morrison 
divested its stake in the 
property, paving the way for 
the community to have the 
option to purchase the land 
given WCID 17’s funding 
scenario, Th ompto said. Th e 
project could have included 
three ballfi elds and a com-
munity center, he said.
 “We were petition-
ing (WCID 17), on behalf of 
the Steiner Ranch defi ned 
area, to buy (the MU-14 
tract) and tax us,” Th ompto 
said. “For our area, it was a 
huge deal, a  huge deal to get 
(recreational facilities). We 
had the developer and had 
the opportunity to put it un-
der contract. We just needed 
fi nancing.”
 SRNA sent out 
a survey to Steiner Ranch 
residents regarding the pro-
posal and the response was 
overwhelmingly in favor of 
the project, Farrell said.
  “That’s why we 
were fi ghting hard because 
we saw it as an asset for the 
community,” Farrell said. 
“MU-14 is the front door 
to the community. It could 
provide the last impervious 
cover credits that the com-
munity would need to build 
any future improvements.”
  Impervious cover 
credits may be used to bal-
ance out other construc-
tion within an area. By 
leaving the tract open as a 
recreational use and void 

of buildings, the property 
could offset development 
constructed elsewhere in 
Steiner Ranch.
  However, in June 
2015, WCID 17 chose not to 
pursue the bond proposal, 
citing its need to represent 
the entire district and not 
solely one neighborhood as 
well as being hesitant to ex-
pand its purview into add-
ing recreational amenities, 
Th ompto said. 
  In late summer of 
2015, SRNA notifi ed MU-14 
Investments that the group 
wanted to pursue alterna-
tive fi nancing options for 
the tract and requested the 
Steiner Ranch Homeown-
ers Association, one of two 
controlling HOAs in Steiner 
Ranch, pursue the purchase, 
he said. 
 “Th e HOA comp-
troller even did a cursory 
look into it and looked 
into the bylaws and said, 
‘basically, it is possible for 
the HOA to approve this,’” 
Th ompto said. “Th e propos-
al remained on hold due to 
Taylor Morrison’s control-
ling interest in the HOA at 
the time.” 
 During the fi rst six 
months of 2017, SRNA rec-
ommended to one Steiner 
Ranch HOA—the Steiner 
Ranch Master Associa-
tion—that both of its HOAs 
“fully explore the feasibility 
of doing a community pur-
chase of the tract fi nanced 
through the HOAs,” he said. 
In January 2018, the SRMA 
agreed with SRNA to move 
forward jointly on exploring 
this option, he said.
  But in the mean-
time, CalAtlantic agreed 
with MU-14 Investments 
that it could develop de-
tached condominium 
homes on the tract and re-
ceived a site plan change 
request from the original 
duplex plan. 
  “(The proposed 
recreational site) was a nice 
idea whose time has now 
passed,” Th ompto said. “We 
missed the window. If we 
were going to do any of this 
stuff , the HOA would have 
had to have acted in the fi rst 
half of last year. Th at win-
dow expired.”

the search committee to fi nd 
an interim executive director 
and community manager.  I 
have had approximately a 
dozen interviews and think 
we are getting very close to 
fi nding some good replace-
ments,” Fletcher said.
  Naren Chilukuri, 
SRMA board president, adds 
that the board, which hires 
and directs the community 
staff ers, is working on fi lling 
the open positions.
  “Erika and I have 
been conducting interviews 
with multiple candidates 
over the last three weeks 
and we are getting close to 
a solution,” Chilukuri said.
  Homeowner ser-
vices and operations are 
continuing including events 
and programs, common ar-
eas landscape maintenance, 

trash/recycling services, 
pools maintained by high 
capacity fi lters and CPOs, 
parks/courts/community 
centers maintained, assess-
ments/revenues are being 
collected and bills are being 
paid, Chilukuri stated. 

 “Despite staf f 
changes, all the above servic-
es and operations are con-
tinuing as they are not de-
pendent on one person but 
collective organizational ef-
fort of staff , dedicated board 
of directors and homeowner 
led committees,”  Chilukuri 
said. “Th anks to all of them 
for their dedicated service to 
our Steiner Ranch commu-
nity.” 
 Steiner Ranch, as 
an aggregate community, 
has more than 4,000 homes, 
some 16,000 residents and 

a combined $4.6 million 
annual operating budget. 
Th e community is serviced 
through SRMA staff ,  tools, 
process procedures and ser-
vice providers, Chilukuri 
said.
Background
 Not long aft er the 
SRMA board was elected 
last April, the HOA board 
has become generally di-
vided on several potential 
management shift ideas. 
Th e board is down to six 
members aft er Craig Smy-
ser resigned from the board 
aft er the Sept. 14 town hall 
meeting, the fi rst of three.
 Chilukuri, Amy 
Colton and Rekha Garapati 
have been advocating for 
changes in the HOA man-
agement structure and have 
been exploring ideas for a 
third party management 
structure since the summer. 
Th ey say this could lead to 
cost savings and effi  ciencies. 
 Fletcher, Robby 
Roberts and Dave Doman 
had been advocating to slow 
down the process to con-
sider outside management 
and to review and refi ne the 
current structure. Th ey want 
to table any major manage-
ment structure decisions un-
til the next election of board 
members in April. 
 Th e board is to give 
staffi  ng updates at the next 
board meeting next week on 
Feb. 27.  

 Recent Travis 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce and 
Austin Police Department 
SpotCrime reports in the 
Four Points area include a 
case of driving while intoxi-
cated, collisions and and as-
sault.

02/08/2018 11:20 AM
76XX FM 620
FORGERY

02/09/2018 08:22 AM
132XX MANSFIELD DR
BURGLARY/HOUSE

02/10/2018 06:40 AM
49XX N QUINLAN PARK  
INJURY ACCIDENT

02/10/2018 09:17 AM
127XX CLOUD MOUN-
TAIN 
CROSSING
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF

02/11/2018 07:40 PM
73XX FM 620
THEFT

02/12/2018 09:32 AM
108XX FM 2222

BURGLARY
 02/13/2018 02:12 PM
45XX STEINER RANCH  
HARASSMENT

02/13/2018 04:08 PM
65XX FM 620
INJURY ACCIDENT

02/14/2018 11:48 AM
136XX BULLICK HOL-
LOW  
POSS MARIJUANA

02/14/2018 12:20 AM
76XX FM 620
TERRORISTIC THREAT

02/14/2018 04:47 PM
32XX INDIGO WATERS 
DR
POED

02/15/2018 05:54 AM
76XX FM 620
RECOVERED VEHICLE

02/15/2018 06:26 AM
48XX N FM 620
COLLISION 

02/15/2018 10:20 AM
121XX BULLLICK HOL-

LOW 
COLLISION DWI

02/15/2018 01:48 PM
70XX COMANCHE TRL
POSS C/S NARC

02/15/2018 09:57 PM
60XX FM 620
POSS MARIJUANA

02/15/2018 01:10 PM
119XX PORTOFINO  
FRAUD

02/16/2018 12:38 AM
66XX N FM 620 RD
INJURY ACCIDENT

02/17/2018 09:02 AM
46XX FM 620
COLLISION 

02/17/2018 09:37 PM
37XX PORTOFINO CT
ASSAULT W/INJURY

 Madison Pharis 
compiled this report with 
a large portion of the data 
gathered by SpotCrime at 
www.spotcrime.com.
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Kirsten Hanna, Realtor®
(512) 731-3588

kirstenhanna1@gmail.com

Scarlet Hebert, Realtor®
(512) 771-1302

scarlet@hebertcentral.com

Julie Stephens   Waidelich, Broker
(512) 784-1990

julieswaidelich@gmail.com

Lauren Ehlers, Realtor®
(409) 673-5178

lauren_ehlers@aol.com

Kim King, Realtor® 
(512) 789-6775

kimking07@gmail.com

Susan Pyle, Realtor®
(512) 775-7244

susanpyle@austin.rr.com

WWW.NESTPROPERTIESAUSTIN.COM

SpotCrime: sheriff ’s, police reports

RF Insurance Masters 
Individual & Group Health, Dental, Life & Supplemental Insurance

Ray Freer 
Agent/Brokerwww.RFIMasters.com 

Have Ques� ons 
about Health 

Care? 

Ask Us.
Call today!

Offi  ce: (512) 807-9594    Mobile: (512) 565-7369 

Home Every Night! 
Excellent Weekly 

Pay & Benefi ts. 
Sign-on & Safety 

Bonuses! 
apply.labattfood.com 

855-321-5658

Local Class 
A CDL Route 

Drivers

PWM is a fee only Registered Investment Advisory firm.   Psalm 20:4

Helping families like yours achieve financial success.  
To find out more, please give us a call.

Plan. Invest. Repeat.

Bill Parrott, CFP® 512-813-7642
President and CEO www.parrottwealth.com
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Adam Kristoff 



By NATALIE BRINK 
Vandegrift  Voice

  
 At the Cibolo 
Creek Invitational, the 
Vandegrift  FFA fl oriculture 
team won fi rst place, the 
entomology team came in 
second place and the vet-
erinary science team came 
in sixth place.
  “I knew coming 
out of the contest that we 
had all done really well,” 
senior and fl oriculture team 
member Ashley Burton 
said.  
  The floriculture 
team had to rank fl owers 
on their appearance and 
longevity in addition to 
identifying them.  
  “It’s really a big 
team eff ort that we all have 
to partake in,” junior and 
entomology team member 
James Autry said.  
 “I’m really proud 

of us,” Burton said. “We 
went to state last year, so 
we’re trying to go to state 
again and be state champs.”
  The entomology 
team has ranked among the 
top fi ve teams in the last two 
competitions they attended. 
Members of the entomol-
ogy team had to identify 25 
diff erent bugs and insects, 

state their order and meta-
morphoses and whether 
they are benefi cial or not.
  “Mr. Lemmons, 
putting support into us and 
saying that we’ll do well, 
gave us the hope to do well, 
and we all did,” Autry said. 
  Members of the 
veterinary science team had 
to identify animal breeds, 

organs, parasites and veteri-
nary instruments. Last year, 
the team placed second at 
state.
  “We actually have 
the chance to not only go 
to state, but win state,” said  
Madeleine Rawlings, sopho-
more and veterinary science 
team member.
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Dentistry for infants, children, teens and patients with special needs.

512.266.7200

DR. PRU AURORA,       DR. MICHELLE FREEZE,       DR. MICHELLE KIM

SmileLikeAStar.com

Two Convenient Locations
Steiner Ranch Lakeline

4308 N. Quinlan Park #201
Austin, TX 78732

14005 N. HWY 183 #800
Austin, TX 78717 $56.00 Value

with New Patient 
Exam and Cleaning

FREE
Child’s Sonicare

Coupon must be presented at time of exam.  For patient’s age 3 and older.  
Coupon cannot be combined with any other offer.  Expires 12/31/17.

Rising Stars
Pediatric Dentistry

• Friendly Pediatric Trained Staff
• Parents Allowed Back During Treatment
• Board Certified Specialists 
• Insurances Accepted
• On Time Appointments
• Before and After School Appointments
• Advanced Soft-tissue Laser Procedures
• Wifi, Games and Movies

  Michelle Freeze DMD Fellow of the Academy of Laser Dentistry   

  CONGRATULATIONS
  to Dr. Freeze

Voted One of

Dentistry for infants, children, teens and patients with special needs.

512.266.7200

SmileLikeAStar.com

• Board Certifi ed Specialist
• Advanced Laser Procedures
• Friendly Staff  Trained in Pediatrics FREE

$56.00 Value

Child’s Sonicare
with New Patient

Exam and Cleaning

Coupon must be presented at time of exam.   For patients ages 5 and up.
Coupon cannot be combined with any other off er. Expires 12/31/18.

  FOUR POINTS AREA
  At the Entrance of Steiner Ranch

 4308 N Quinlan Park Rd. #201
Austin, Texas 78732

Americaʼs
Best Dentist

2016

 

JUST L ISTED

Offered  a t  $800,000

UNDER  CONTRACT IN  7  DAYS!

Offered  a t  $1 ,325,000

Sotheby’s International Realty regularly 
sells the most exclusive listings in the 
world. We bring the same world class 
marketing techniques and expertise 
to homes in all price points with an 

emphasis on brand recognition, 
cutting edge advertising technologies, 

strategic positioning, social traffic 
drivers, and video content integration.

Contact Us Today to Discuss our Unique 
Marketing Plan!

1 1 3 0 0  G ra z i n g  D e e r  Tra i l

49 0 0  E l i z a b e t h  J a n e

Greg & Kari Cooper
512.565.0499

greg.cooper@sothebysrealty.com

FFA attends Greater Leander Project Show Auction
By HARSHITA AVIRNENI

CLAIRE LAWRENCE
Vandegrift  Voice 

 Six FFA students 
participated in the Greater Le-
ander Project Show Auction 
aft er months and months of 
working with their livestock.
 “We had eight stu-
dents who entered livestock 
or projects and six made the 
sale,” FFA sponsor Magan 
Escamilla said. “Th e top 35 
percent of all the livestock 
entries and project entries are 
the ones that make the sale.”
 FFA students like ju-

nior Camille Barkhui-
zen and sophomore 
Michael Maher enjoy 

working with animals and are 
glad there is an opportunity to 
do projects like this.
 When students fi rst 
get their animals they have 
to go through bonding and 
trust exercises to insure they 
can perform at stock shows 
together. Th ey oft en travel to 
Cedar Park, where the barn is 
located, to train for events and 
take care of their livestock.
 “I personally put in 
a lot of eff ort into working 
with my animals, whether 
that be going out to work with 
them or grooming them and 
making sure they look nice,” 
Barkhuizen said. She bonds 
with her animals to make sure 
they can trust her in a show 

ring, “and that I can make sure 
they stay calm while being 
around other show animals is 
important.”
 At the Greater Lean-
der event on Jan. 20, students 
went up in front of a group of 
community supporters and 
buyers that bid on their proj-
ects. Th ere were 119 sale slots 
for all of Leader ISD. Cattle, 
pigs, lambs and goats were all 
exhibited at the show. In pre-
vious stock shows, their ani-
mals placed at a high enough 
level to be able to move on 
and have community mem-
bers bid on their animals.
 Contrary to what 
many think, the students 
aren’t actually selling their 

animals. Th e biddings sup-
port the students in their ef-
forts for agriculture education 
and FFA. Th e people who bid 
range from company sponsors 
to friends and family.
 “It’s good to see those 
kids supported,” Escamilla 
said.
 The money bidded 
on the projects can go towards 
scholarships for the students. 
 “When I made sale 
last year it was an incredible 
surprise. It’s a great feeling to 
be honored at this level. It’s 
a great opportunity,” Maher 
said.  

FFA at Cibolo Creek Invitational meet

rhonda@avalaraustin.com  
www.rhondadurrill.com

512-994-8400

God, Family, Business.

 2009 Laurel Ridge CV
 $875,000 

Located on a private cul-de-sac on the 11th fairway.
Amazing finish out!  

Call for a showing today.

University of Texas Golf Club



 Vandegrift won 
the 13-6A district wrestling 
tournament on Feb. 8 - 9 
by outpacing the 12-team 
field, finishing more than 
100 team points ahead of 
second place Leander. Th e 
Vipers have won the dis-
trict championship in each 
of head coach Paul Muck’s 
three years at Vandegrift . 
 Out of 14 weight 
classes, VHS had 11 dis-
trict fi nalists and six district 
champions.  All 14 Viper 
wrestlers placed in the top 4 
in the district: 

1st place: Remy 

Jacops (Fr., 106 lbs.), Noah 
Gochberg (Fr., 113 lbs.), 
Luke Sloan (So., 126 lbs.), 
Grant Riddle (Sr., 152 lbs.), 
Dawson Taylor (Jr., 160 lbs.), 
and Dakota Kleffner (Sr., 
170 lbs.)
 2nd place: Charlie 
Trujillo (So., 120 lbs.), Cole 
Waters (Sr., 145 lbs.), Kend-
all Holmes (Sr., 182 lbs.), Jon 
Jording (Sr., 195 lbs.), and 
Matt Sanders (Jr., 220 lbs.) 
 4th place: Ted 
Waugh (Fr., 132 lbs.), Justin 
Orlando (Fr., 138 lbs.), and 
Jayelen Gray (Sr., 285 lbs.)
 All 14 Vandegrift 

wrestlers advanced to the 
regional tournament Feb. 
16 - 17 in San Antonio, with 
a school-record 13 regional 
qualifi ers and one alternate. 
Luke Sloan was voted the 
Most Outstanding Wrestler 
of the tournament by the 
district coaches. Sloan had 
2 fi rst-period pins and beat 
the 11th state ranked wres-
tler in the fi nals.
 VHS continued its 
dominance at the regional 
tournament. Vandegrift  won 
its third consecutive regional 
championship, overpower-
ing the 48 others teams from 

Central and South Texas, 
and fi nishing with 60 per-
cent more points than the 
second place team.
 VHS qualifi ed fi ve 
wrestlers and one alternate 
for the state tournament in 
Houston on Feb. 23-24—
regional champions, Go-
chberg, Riddle, and Kleff -
ner; second place fi nishers, 
Jacops and Sloan; and fi ft h 
place finisher, Sanders.  
Coach Muck was voted Re-
gional Coach of the Year by 
the other regional coaches.

Chris Taylor sub-
mitted this report.
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Top Invisalign Elite Provider 
Board Certifi ed  •  Lifetime Smile Guarantee

Four Points Parke ~ 6911 Ranch Road 620 N. Suite A-200 78732 

Making Austin Smile

RJ ORTHODONTICS

Dr. RJ Jackson
 512-363-5792

www.rjorthodontics.com
Attorney Julia Nickerson is Board Certified in Estate Planning & Probate Law

 when the detailsTRULY MATTER!

512-461-1383                  estateplanningaustintexas.com

Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars 
when you put all your policies together under our 
State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your savings could be.

Discounts as big as 
a house. Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Gary L Shanahan, Agent
 5145 FM 620 N, Suite B-170

Austin, TX 78732 
Bus: 512-458-2593

gary.shanahan.b73b@statefarm.com
Quinlan Crossing at Steiner Ranch 

VHS wrestling wins district, region for 3rd straight year

VHS soccer recap
 Vandegrift’s girls 
soccer team continued its 
fi erce battle for supremacy 
in District 25-6A last week, 
holding on for a pair of ties 
against Lake Travis and 
Westlake. 
 The Lady Vipers 
(4-1-2) traveled to Lake 
Travis on a wet and foggy 
Tuesday, struggling to fi nd 
a rhythm and weren’t able 
to control the game against 
a more aggressive and more 
organized Lady Cavaliers 
team. 
 The Lady Cavs 
scored in the fi rst minute 
but Vandegrift  responded 
a minute later with an un-
expected long shot from a 
defender that bounced off  
the wet turf and slipped 
through the hands of the 
Lake Travis goalkeeper.  
 Aft er an early sec-
ond-half score by Lake Tra-

vis, the Lady Vipers started 
to make penetrating passes 
and dribbles in the attacking 
third of the fi eld that caused 
several corner kicks, one of 
which resulted in a half vol-
ley shot that the Cavalier 
goalie tipped over the goal-
post. 
 As the clock ticked 
down to the fi nal two min-
utes and what appeared to 
be a second district loss, 
the Lady Vipers tested the 
Cavalier goalkeeper’s wet 
weather handling skills one 
more time by taking a long 
distance shot that on a nor-
mal night might have been 
caught but, because of the 
wet conditions, the shot was 
dropped by the Lake Travis 
goalie, tying the game at 
2-2. 
 Traveling to West-
lake on Friday, the score was 
the same in a 2-2 tie. Aft er 

last week’s action, Vandeg-
rift , Vista Ridge, Westlake 
and Lake Travis’ girls soccer 
teams all have four district 
wins. Hays and Leander 
have just one 25-6A victory 
on their records and face ex-
tremely long odds of mak-
ing the postseason.  
 The Vandegrift 
boys soccer team fell to 
2-5 in district play after 
falling to both Lake Travis 
and Westlake last week. 
Th e Cavaliers fi nished last 
week at 5-1-1 and in the 
lead in the 25-6A standings. 
Westlake (4-1-2) and Vista 
Ridge (5-2) are all in posi-
tion to make the postseason. 
Lehman (3-4), Leander (2-
4) and the Vipers will battle 
for the remaining playoff 
spot over the coming three 
weeks.

Girls fi nish basketball season
By ZACH SMITH
Hill Country News

 Vandegrift ’s season 
came to an end with a 58-57 
loss to San Antonio Johnson 
last week on Feb. 12.
  Vandegrift  led by 
four at the end of the fi rst 
quarter and Johnson had a 
two-point lead at halft ime. 
Th e Lady Jaguars went on a 
run in the third quarter to 

extend their lead to seven 
points. Vandegrift  rallied to 
take the lead, which went 
back and forth for the rest 
of the game.
  Jen Moore scored 
20 points for Vandegrift. 
Kaya Pehrson added 14 
points, Jane Stevens scored 
nine and Bee Gonzales fi n-
ished with seven points. 
  San  Antonio 
Johnson was led by Texas 

commit Deja Kelly with 45 
points. 
  “I was proud of the 
way our kids fought all the 
way to the end,” Vandegrift  
head coach Jonathan Jones 
said. “It was kind of heart-
breaking for us because we 
found some ways to score. 
We had a chance all the way 
to the last possession and I 
can’t ask for anything more 
than that.”

  Four seniors fin-
ished off  their high school 
careers on Monday: Gonza-
les, Stevens, Gemma Rich-
mond and Madie Royer. 
  Jones said the thing 
that stood out most about 
that class was their focus. 

He added Richmond and 
Royer worked themselves 
into signifi cant roles off  the 
bench, while Gonzales and 
Stevens helped lead on the 
court. 
  Vandegrift has 
made it to the playoff s two 

of the three years Jones has 
been in charge, and the 
team is set up to continue 
that trend going forward. 
Th e team’s toughness is get-
ting better and better, and 
that just comes with experi-
ence, he said.

By SCOTT W. COLEMAN
Four Points News

 The Vandegrift boys basketball 
regular season ended with a close loss on 
the road at Lake Travis, with Greg Brown 
scoring 30 to lead the Vipers in a 68-64 loss 
to the Cavaliers last Tuesday. 
 Justin Florence added 13 and Justin 
Moore scored 10 points for the Vipers. 
 Th e boys basketball playoff s started 
earlier this week with Vandegrift  facing off  
against San Antonio Johnson at Dripping 
Springs High School on Tuesday night. 
 Th e Vipers fi nished third in the 
District 25-6A standings, matching up 
against the District 26-6A runner-up Jag-
uars. 
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FREE SMALL POPCORN
when you ment ion  th is  ad!

B A S E B A L L S O F T B A L L
02 | OZARKS | 7 PM
03 | OZARKS |  1 & 4 PM
16 | MCMURRY | 7 PM
17 | MCMURRY | 1 & 4 PM
29 | LOUISIANA COLLEGE |  1 & 4 PM
30 | LOUISIANA COLLEGE |  12 PM

02 | MCMURRY |  5 & 7 PM
03 | MCMURRY | 12 PM
14 | UNIV. OF DALLAS |  1 & 3 PM
23 | SUL ROSS STATE |  5 & 7 PM
24 | SUL ROSS STATE | 12 PM

M A R C H  2 0 1 8  S C H E D U L E

COME+CONNECT

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO REGISTER: 
 
CONCORDIA.EDU/CROSSING

Please join us for Concordia Crossing Saturday, March 3 
for our university’s FREE annual community celebration! 

03
MAR

11:30 AM  COMMUNITY RECEPTION

12:00 PM  SOFTBALL GAME

 12:15 PM TORNADO TAILGATE

 1:00 PM BASEBALL GAME

 5:30 PM CELEBRATE CONCORDIA

  AND MORE!

Remy Jacops (Fr., 106 lbs., ranked 15th in the state)

Vandegrift varsity basketball players on Senior Night during their game vs. Hays.

photo by Jim Kleff ner

Jim Parker Photography

Boys basketball in playoff s 
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VHS swimmers wrap successful season at state  
 Fourteen Vandegrift swimmers 
competed in the state meet over the week-
end at the Lee and Joe Jamail Swim Center 
at the University of Texas.
 State qualifiers were Kevin Ham-
mer, Andrew Pickard, Sarman, McArthur, 
Shannon Bagnal, Julianna Birlin, Julia 
York, Julia Roberto, Addie Orris, Jasmine 
Bui, Sydney Srncik, Mia Thompson, Mason 
Wong and Tailyn Schaufelberger.  
 The Viper swimmers had some 
great races at the 6A state swim meet  Feb. 
16-17, said Genevieve Walsh, VHS swim 
head coach. “Most swimmers placed the 
same or higher than they were seeded go-
ing into the meet.”

  Three Viper relays and five indi-
vidual swimmers qualified for finals on Sat-
urday. 
 The boys 200 freestyle relay (An-
drew Pickard, Jared McArthur, Daniel Sar-
man, Kevin Hammer) finished 4th overall, 
Kevin Hammer was 6th in the 50 freestyle 
and Shannon Bagnal was 8th in the 100 
backstroke. 
 The Viper boys team ended up 
14th overall, girls was 22nd out of more 
than 50 schools. 
 “This completes a very successful 
season for the Vipers swimmers,” Walsh 
said.  

Photos by Debbie Livingston, Sara Srncik  

Kevin Hammer


