
By LYNETTE HAALAND
Lynette.FourPoints@gmail.com

 At the Oct. 6 Leander ISD Board meeting, district administrators 
made a presentation to the School Board regarding debt management 
and long range enrollment growth planning.
 Th e total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness for 
LISD is $1.28 billion. Th e district has issued a number of bonds through 
the years to pay for land, new schools, furnishings and equipment.
 To give some idea of the growth the school district has experienced, 
there were 10,669 students in the 1997-98 school year. Th e student pop-
ulation nearly tripled by 2009-10 to 30,321. By 2016-17, LISD is pro-
jected to have 41,135 students.
 Th e LISD Property Taxable Value History chart presented at the 

meeting shows the district went 
from less than $2 billion in 1989 
to $13 billion in 2011.
 Currently administrators are 
looking at three growth strategy 
options: Business as Usual, Maxi-
mize Current Capacity, and Add 
Capacity to Existing Campuses
  If the district decides to Maxi-
mize Current Capacity, some of 
the options would be to
rezone, fl oat teachers, reconfi gure 

grade levels, off er AM/PM sessions, and/or year round education.
 If the district chooses to to add capacity to existing campuses, it will 
take into consideration core sizes of its schools: elementary - 800 stu-
dents, middle school - 1,200 stu-
dents and high school - 2,400 stu-
dents.
 It will look at portables and the 
long-term cost eff ectiveness and 
learning environment with them.
    Some of the questions LISD is 
trying to get answers for to make 
their decisions include: Is there 
a  fi nancial argument for building 
now versus building later, what is 
the current infl ation rate, and what 
is the supply versus demand for 
construction services?

Th e district is also trying to answer 
questions based on demographic 
projections:
How many children is LISD ex-
pecting to serve in the next few 
years, where will those children 
live, and is there available land for 
future growth?

    Additional discussions will follow aft er LISD receives its annual de-
mographic report and enrollment projections update later this month.
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Urgent Care ~ Now Open!Urgent Care ~ Now Open!

6618 Sitio Del Rio #A101  I  Austin, TX 78730 512-241-1370  I  www.hillcountrypediatrics.com

We are now open Sunday aft ernoons for sick visits by 
appointment only. You can call our offi  ce directly

 at 512-241-1370 between the hours of 1PM and 5PM 
to schedule an appointment with our nurse practitioner, 

Pat Budd, RN, CPNP. Th e phones turn on at 1PM.
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By LESLEE BASSMAN
LBassman@austin.rr.com

 When the call for evacuation came to Steiner 
Ranch, residents grabbed what they could, with many 
reaching for photo albums and keepsake books. 
However, not every wildfi re victim was so lucky. Th e 
Central Texas community is learning that many in-
dividuals escaped with only the clothes on their back 
and very little else.
    An East Texas photographer, who is also the wife of 
a career fi refi ghter, is working to change that.
    Jennifer Stoehr, owner of Jennifer Marie Photog-
raphy, somehow manages to fi nd time to pursue her 
artistic passion between making school lunches and 
driving carpools for her four children. Th e wife of a 
fi refi ghter in Henderson, Texas, Stoehr was touched 
by the stories emerging from recent East Texas wild-
fi res and wanted to help.
    Stoehr contacted friend Heather Evans and the two 
photographers formed the Recapturing Memories 
Project, amassing a network of photographers across 
the state who have volunteered to create new memo-
ry books for wildfi re victims.
 Stoehr and Evans coordinate complimentary pho-
to shoots of evacuees by photographers local to their 
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Jennifer Stoehr, shown here with Henderson fi refi ghter husband James Stoehr, wanted to help recent 
wildfi re victims begin making new memories. Stoehr, a photographer in East Texas, joined forces with 
a friend to form the Recapturing Memories Project. The program is available to victims of the Steiner 
Ranch fi res. Photo contributed by Jennifer Stoehr

4th quarter looks 
promising 

By LYNETTE HAALAND
Lynette.FourPoints@gmail.com

 Th ird quarter, Four Points real estate had fewer 
listings and sales than a year ago but days on mar-
ket were down showing demand for area homes.
 Four Points is known as River North on the 
Multiple Listing Service and includes River Place, 
Steiner Ranch, Grandview Hills, Westminster Glen, 
Glen Lake and parts of Long Canyon.
 Year over year, home sales in River North were 
down 8 percent from 166 in the third quarter of 
2010 compared to 123 in the third quarter of 2011. 
New listings over that time were down 16 percent.
 “Market activity is sill moving in a positive direc-
tion,” said Gene Fruge, agent with HomeCity Real 
Estate.
 Historically the second quarter, April through 
June, is stronger from a listing and sales perspec-
tive than the third quarter, July through September. 
Fruge said it was to be expected, the third quarter 
this year saw 123 homes sold compared to 201 sold 
in the second quarter.
 Th is year homes sold 81 days more quickly on 

average in the third quarter than the homes sold 
in the second quarter. Homes sold 41 days more 
quickly compared to  the same period a year prior, 
Fruge said.
 “We have seen no slowing in the market or 
major public concern surrounding Steiner since 
the fi res because it was so minimal and although 
changed the landscape of those few streets, did 
not change the look feel and landscape of Steiner 
Ranch as a whole.  We are sincerely very lucky,” 
said Brandy Finnessey, agent with HomeCity Real 
Estate and who lives in Steiner.
 Looking ahead, the fourth quarter of 2011 looks 
promising.
 “With all of the media attention being placed 
on Austin, one can only project that Q4 2011 and 
Q1 2012 will be nothing but encouraging,” Fruge 
said. “Our forecast is hopeful, we basically won the 
beauty contest in articles from all over the nation.”
 Kiplinger’s Personal Finance ranked Austin the 
#1 Best City to Live In for Th e Next 10 Years. Ac-
cording to Ajilon Professional Staffi  ng, Austin is 
the 2nd Best City to Find a Job. Milken Institute 
deemed Austin the 2nd Strongest Job Market in 
the Country. Shape Magazine called Austin One of 
Americas Top Healthiest Cities, Business Review 
USA ranked Austin One of the 8 Best Places to Live 

Four Points real estate 3Q sales 
and days on market down

Firefi ghter’s wife helps wildfi re victims with photos

LISD Board learned of the district’s debt management

 Th e investigation continues as to what 
caused the Labor Day Weekend fi res that 
burned 23 homes, damaged others, and 
burned 162 acres in Steiner Ranch.
 Th e offi  cial cause has yet to be determined 
but Austin Energy electric power lines are 
still being investigated. Th e Travis County 
Fire Marshal’s offi  ce continues to seek help 
from the community for more details.
 Th e Fire Marshal’s Offi  ce hopes to hear 
from anyone who saw fl ames early on, 
around 4 p.m. on Sept. 4. Th ey are asked to 
call the Travis County Fire Marshal offi  ce 
#854-4621.
 “We received several calls and a video aft er 
your news article on the Steiner Ranch fi re 
(two weeks ago). We are still assessing the 
information we have received,” said Hershel 
Lee, Fire Marshal Travis County Fire Mar-
shal’s Offi  ce.
  Electricity is being investigated as the pos-
sible cause of fi re in Steiner. County investiga-
tors found damage on the overhead electrical 
wires directly above the likely point of origin, 
Lee said.
 “We will need to review engineering and 
lab reports aft er those are completed,” he said.
 Th e fi res cost an estimated $10 million, fi re 
offi  cials reported.

Investigation 
continues on 
the cause of 
Steiner fi res

SEE SALES, 4

SEE PHOTO, 4SEE CLASS, 4

Gene Fruge and Brandy Finnessey are agents with HomeC-
ity Real Estate.
 “We have seen no slowing in the (real estate) 
market or major public concern surrounding Steiner since 
the fi res,” Finnessey said.

By LYNETTE HAALAND
Lynette.FourPoints@gmail.com

 Th is year because of the budget cuts, 
there are fewer teachers in each Leander 
ISD building. Th e district is maximizing its 
class sizes to accommodate more students 
and fewer teachers.
 Th e LISD board approved the class size 
waiver compliance plan at its Sept. meeting. 
It applied to the Texas Education Agency 
for class size waivers at 19 elementary cam-
puses including Laura Bush, Grandview 
Hills, River Ridge, River Place and Steiner 
Ranch.
 “It is not uncommon for us to ask for 
waivers because we are a fast growth dis-
trict,” said Veronica Sopher, executive di-
rector of school/community relations.

Elementary 
class sizes 
aff ected by 
budget cuts



 Th e Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Disaster Recovery 
Center in Steiner Ranch will be open several more days to help those 
aff ected by the Labor Day Weekend fi res.
 Th e FEMA center at the Lake Travis Fire Rescue Station at 3048 
Steiner Ranch Blvd will be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Oct. 13 and 
14. Dates are subject to change.
 Anyone aff ected by the fi res is eligible to apply for disaster assis-
tance, even if they have settled with their insurance company.
 To apply call 1-800-621-3362 (FEMA) Or apply online at www.

disasterassistance.gov or m.fema.gov using a smart phone.
 Please have the following information available when you call.
• A phone number where you can be reached
• Social Security Number
• Current mailing address
• Address of the aff ected property
• Brief description of the damages
• Insurance information including policy number
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On any job over $89.00.

Business built 
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We are your local plumbing contractor

- Drain & Sewer Problems
- Faucets & Garbage Disposals
- Toilets
- Water Heaters
- Mobile Home Specialists
- Copper Repiping
- Sewer Line Video Inspection
- Leaks at your Water Meter
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- Trenchless Water
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Insurance Approved
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Home of the Week
 Texas Forest Service is off er-
ing Four Points residents two 
Ready-Set-Go workshops in 
October to help prepare people 
for evacuation-style events.
 • Ready - By creating defen-
sible space around your home, 
creating a family disaster plan, 
creating a plan for your pets, 
etc.
 • Set - Packing your vehicle 

and backing into your drive-
way, turning off  pilot lights and 
propane tanks, shutting off  AC 
units, computer, etc.
 • Go - Evacuation proce-
dures
 Ready-Set-Go will be Oct. 
17th at Canyon Ridge Middle 
School from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. and again on Oct. 25th.

Texas Forest 
Service hosting 
evacuation 
workshops

FEMA’s center in Steiner open this week

 

Dear Neighbor,
I would like to invite you to visit my studio off of 620 in Hudson Bend.  I have been a salon owner for many years and now work by myself 
in a quiet, private studio, overlooking the lake.  Having been in the beauty industry for over 28 years working in 5-star salons and spas, I 
know the high prices that come with upkeep for women and men.  I have built a reputation through repeated quality and consistency with 
my clients.  I offer the same products, service, and results at a fraction of the price.

To schedule an appointment or consultation call 266-3019

Mention this ad and receive complementary facial wax included on your first visit.

Specialty Market 

& Delicatessen
Locally owned and operated

4300 Quinlan Park Rd. 

512-266-8808 “Taste the Difference”

Try our Mansfield 

Dam Good Burger!  

Made to order 
with all the fi xings.  

$
5.99

REQUEST A REQUEST A 

FREEFREE  
QUOTE TODAYQUOTE TODAY512-322-0662512-322-0662

Email: tree@texastreetamers.com Email: tree@texastreetamers.com 

Services:
Tree & Shrub Pruning • Roof & Structure Clearing
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding
Raise Canopy, Street Clearance
Arborist Services – Lic # TX 3623A

Save
$50

(Valid with ad only. Expires 10/15/11

On Tree Pruning services

Congratulations 2011 Congratulations 2011 
Contest WinnersContest Winners

Grace Erdman 
(iPod)

Jake Bormann
($25 Target GC)

Corey Fain
($25 Target GC)

Olivia Schwent
(Back Pack)

Alison Miller
(Digital video 
recorder)

Lauren 
McCarthy
(iPod)

Lauren donated her 
iPod to Steiner fi re 
victim.

Grace Borer 
(Funpack)

Noah McHugh
(Blue Ray DVD 
Player)

Stacy E. Miller, DDS, MSStacy E. Miller, DDS, MS
Certifi ed, American Board of OrthodonticsCertifi ed, American Board of Orthodontics

Specialist in Orthodontics for Children and AdultsSpecialist in Orthodontics for Children and Adults

One Lakeway Centre Court, Suite A ~ Austin, TX 78734
Phone: (512) 263-1661 FAX: (512) 263-8883

www.drmillerorthodontist.com
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 Th is year, students across the 
state will take the STAAR (State 
of Texas Assessment of Academ-
ic Readiness) exams, the state’s 
new, more rigorous and complex 
testing program. LISD has been 
preparing for the STAAR for 
many months, and through in-
novative learning tools such as 
our Learning Model, Graduate 
Profi le and Seven Student Learn-
ing Behaviors, we are working 
to ensure that our students are 
prepared for these diffi  cult tests. 
Even though students won’t take 
these exams until the spring, 
I want to give you an overview 
of some of the most important 
components of the STAAR as-
sessments.
 Th is year, students in third 
– ninth grades will take the 
STAAR exams, although it will 
eventually be administered to 
students in third – eleventh 
grades. Th e state-mandated 

curriculum, the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), 
will be the sole source for the 
STAAR assessments. Questions 
will require students to apply 
ideas, and thus, the STAAR ex-
ams will give students a deeper 
understanding of core subject 
areas — reading, writing, math-
ematics, science and social stud-
ies. Each year, the content of the 
STAAR exams will build upon 
knowledge and skills gained in 
previous years.
 Th e STAAR exams are de-
signed to determine if a student 
is prepared for the current grade 
level and the next grade level. 
Th ese tests will also focus on col-
lege- and career-readiness, a new 
measure in our state assessments 
and one that we are excited to 
use in LISD. Under the STAAR 
tests’ more complex structure, 
even students in elementary 
grades will be measured for col-

lege and career readiness stan-
dards. Th e exams will measure 
critical “readiness standards” 
and “support-
ing standards”  
necessary for 
building a sol-
id foundation 
for college and 
life-long suc-
cess.
 As part of 
the state’s fo-
cus to see that 
all students are on track to be 
college- and career-ready, the 
STAAR will be more rigorous 
and will require a higher level of 
student  performance in order to 
meet certain benchmarks. At the 
same time, students will be as-
sessed on more questions while 
demonstrating critical thinking 
and analysis.
 Perhaps the most dramatic 
diff erences to the STAAR com-

pared to other testing systems 
are the End of Course Exams 
(EOCs). At the high school lev-

el, a total of 12 
EOC assess-
ments will re-
place grade-
specifi c tests. 
Students will be 
required to take 
and meet the 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
standard de-
veloped by the 

state on each EOC assessment to 
meet their graduation require-
ments, an important diff erence 
between the STAAR and the 
previous TAKS exams. Th e EOC 
exams will be required for grad-
uation and will count towards 15 
percent of the course grade. Ad-
ditionally, the EOC exams will 
have an impact on the awarding 
of credits for the courses tested.
 Even though the STAAR is 

just a few months away, we still 
face many unknowns at this 
point. For example, the district 
is currently reviewing how to 
best implement the rule that 
EOCs must count as 15 per-
cent of a student’s grade in the 
course. School districts are also 
waiting on clarifi cation from the 
state about the special education 
accommodations policy. And 
we don’t yet know how STAAR 
will impact state and federal ac-
countability ratings in coming 
years.
 Regardless of these challeng-
es, as part of our continuous im-
provement culture, we are eager 
to begin this new testing system 
because we believe it will ulti-
mately assist our district’s eff orts 
to close the achievement gap and 
reinforce our college- and ca-
reer-readiness culture. LISD has 
been doing everything we can to 
ensure that our staff  will be ready 

for the STAAR. LISD curricu-
lum specialists and teachers have 
thoroughly reviewed curriculum 
to ensure that standards assessed 
on STAAR will be taught prior 
to testing dates. And as more 
information is made available by 
the state, additional learning op-
portunities for teachers, students 
and parents will be planned.
 While there are many details 
about the STAAR system that 
are still being fi nalized, we are 
confi dent that this new system 
will help improve the learning 
in classrooms, schools, districts 
and, ultimately, throughout the 
entire state. LISD will continue 
to communicate with families to 
help keep parents fully informed 
and aware of how the STAAR 
will impact our students.
 To learn more about STAAR, 
visit www.leanderisd.org or 
www.tea.state.tx.us/index.aspx.

FOUR POINTS NEWS
www.FourPointsNews.comSCHOOL THURSDAY

  October 13, 2011 • Page  3
FOUR POINTS NEWS

Follow us on Facebook

BRET CHAMPION

Overview of the new state assessment, STAAR

We’d love to hear from you!
Call us, email us, send a photo or share a story. All submissions are welcome.

OPEN DECEMBER 2011
Located at the entrance to River Place Neighborhood     

Be Smart. Bank Smart.

512.435.4545
800.531.2328

WWW.UHCU.ORG

River Place
10815 Ranch Rd 2222

Austin, TX 78730

Lobby 
M-F  9AM - 6PM
Sat    9AM - 2PM

Drive-Thru 
M-F  7AM - 7PM
Sat    9AM - 2PM

Contemporary Orthodontics

Pre-treatment - Age 8

James R. Waters, DDS, MSD, PA
Board Certified Orthodontist

Complete Orthodontic Care From 6 years to 66 years
Specializing in Early Interceptive Treatments

Call today for your complimentary 
new patient exam

266-8585
Post-treatment - Age 11

Located in Steiner Ranch!
4302 Quinlan Park Road • www.bracesaustin.com

 Applications are due by Oct. 22 
for high school students interested 
in attending United States Air Force 
Academy, Naval Academy, Military 
Academy, or the Merchant Marine 
Academy.
 All application materials for the 
entering class of 2012 must be post-
marked by Oct. 22.
 “I encourage all interested stu-
dents to apply for the opportunity 
to attend one of our nation’s distin-
guished military service academies,” 
said Congressman Lamar Smith.
 “Serving in our armed forces is one 
of the greatest aspirations a young 
American can have and it is a great 
privilege of my job to nominate the 
exceptional young people who are 
eager to serve their nation,” Smith 
said.

 On Oct. 18 at 6:30 p.m. at Vandegrift  High School, Texas Tri-
bune Education Reporter Morgan Smith will deconstruct the 
82nd Legislative Session as it pertains to education, explaining 
what was passed and what to expect down the road.
 Smith, has published several articles on local public educa-
tion issues will discuss the recently convened 82nd Legislative 
Session and what you can expect from the implementation of 
laws aff ecting Texas children’s education.
 Th e Texas Tribune, established in 2009, is a local digital news 
alternative. Th eir articles posted during the legislative session 
provided introspection into the education debates among mem-
bers of the legislature and state government offi  cials.
 At the Oct. 18 meeting, Pam Waggoner, LISD Board of Trust-
ee, will present the latest information and next steps regard-
ing traffi  c issues on 2222 near VHS. Waggoner hosted the July 
neighborhood meeting with TxDOt which generated a large vo-
cal audience of concerned school staff  and parents.
 Dr. Bret Champion and district staff  will also be on hand to 
answer questions. You’ll not want to miss this informational op-
portunity sponsored by the Vandegrift  PTA Ladder.

82nd Legislative 
recap, VHS traffi  c 
update on Oct. 18

US military 
service 
applications 
due Oct. 22



 I’m dying to know what will go into 
Quinlan Crossing but have not gotten 
too far with digging up information.
 Th e groundbreaking was in March 
and that was about the last time we 
heard an update.
 I’ve tried every few weeks to get a 
progress report on 
construction or to fi nd 
out what new shops are 
going in but mum’s the 
word.
 Here is what Spokes-
person Connie Yates, 
Safeway Inc, which is 
Randalls’ parent, said 
last week:
 We are most excited about serv-
ing Steiner Ranch and construction is 
moving forward.
As you know, there is much activity 
with the site work to hopefully be fi n-
ished in November.  Th ere is also much 
activity with the retail/restaurants and 
getting fi nal contracts signed, but no 
information to release as yet.  I most 
certainly will release the information 
to you as soon as it is available as I 
know the Steiner Ranch residents are 
so anxious to know what is coming to 
the neighborhood.  We are anxious as 
well to know who our Quinlan Cross-
ing neighbors will be.

 Th ose are nice words but we want 
to know more. Th ere were even some 
rumblings on Facebook last week, 
wondering if Randalls was still coming. 
Yates reassured me that Randalls is go-
ing forward with its plans.
 Th ose plans were highlighted 

months ago at the Quin-
lan Crossing and Ran-
dalls groundbreaking. 
Th e word was then that 
the site will open Spring 
of 2012.
 Th e new 
60,000-square-foot Ran-
dalls will be part of the 

137,681-square-foot, mixed-use Quin-
lan Crossing shopping center at the en-
trance of Steiner Ranch.
 Th e supermarket will feature a Star-
bucks and there will be several stand 
along eateries in the center.
 Quinlan Crossing then was in the 
process of signing leases with restau-
rants, a bank and other amenities, said 
Jim Reuter, Property Development 
Centers Vice President of Develop-
ment. PDC is developing the project 
and is a subsidiary of Safeway.
 I will keep digging and hopefully we 
will know something soon who our 
new neighbors will be.
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Mum’s the word on 
Quinlan Crossing for now

Aaron Andrade 
Steiner Ranch 

I was rooting for the Yan-
kees but they lost so now 
I’m rooting for the Rangers.

Who are you rooting for in postseason baseball?
FOUR POINTS OF VIEW

Dan Andrade 
Steiner Ranch 

Texas Rangers. It’s my 
favorite team!

Charlie Dugas 
Steiner Ranch 

Th e Rangers have been 
dominant throughout the 
series.

Michael Shay 
Steiner Ranch 

I was rooting for the Phil-
lies, I have family there and 
my dad was born there. But 
now the Phillies are out.

A Head 
Above 

The Rest

512-994-8400

Avalar Steiner Ranch
4300 N. Quinlan Park Road

Ask me about my program that 
donates to your favorite charity.

rhonda@avalaraustin.com  • www.rhondadurrill.com

God, Family, Business.

Rhonda Durrill, Realtor
Math

Reading
Sciences

Homework Help
Study Skills  

Foreign Languages 
ACT/SAT/PSAT Prep

College Tutors help students  
reach academic goals as well  
as build self-esteem, confidence  
and pride in a job well done. 
We provide a wide range of  
services for students Pre-K through 
12th grade.

Our Tutors  
Make the 
Difference.

Four Points Placement  
& Learning Center 

We’re right in your neighborhood! 

2222@Riverplace (next to bakery)

512-372-8385

collegetutors.com/westaustintx • collegenannies.com/westaustintx

• Private 
   dinners
• Hor d’oeuvre 
   parties
• Private/Group 
   cooking 
   classes
• Meal delivery 
   packages
• Company 
   & Corporate 
   events

Call now to plan your party!
Carlos Crusco - Personal Chef

512.970.2200
carloscrusco@hotmail.com

How about hosting 
a tapas dessert party?

and Work, and Relocate 
America rated Austin the 3rd 
Best City to Move to in the 
US.
 Th e Four Points data sup-
ports an optimistic outlook 
as well. In the fi rst week of Q4 
2011, there are currently 241 
actives in RN with 60 home 
sales pending or sold, which 
is already nearly 50 percent of 
what RN had all of last quar-
ter, Fruge said.
 “We have the opportunity 
to work with many relocation 
homebuyers from all over the 
nation. What we have learned 
is that it is all about families, 
conveniences and overall 
stable communities, and no 
other place embodies all of 
these attributes better than 
Four Points,”  Finnessey said.

area. Th ese families then receive 
free prints and/or a high resolution 
disc of 10-20 portraits.
  Th e program is open to all who 
were aff ected by wildfi res in Steiner, 
Bastrop, Spicewood and more.
 “Within 24 hours of starting the 
program, we had 50 photographers 
off ering to help,” said Stoehr of the 
overwhelming response to her so-
cial media posts for volunteers.
 Austin photographer Deanna 
Roy received word of a displaced 
family’s wish to remember what 
was left  of their homesite as well 
as to start a new album from this 
point forward. Roy met the couple 
and their two daughters at the slab 
of what was once their Tahitian Vil-
lage home before they relocate to 
California.
 “It was one hundred times harder 
than I imagined it would be,” Roy 

said of the photo shoot. “Th e family 
had to drive through the fi re to get 
out.”
 “Th eir mother wanted the girls 
to remember what it [Piney Woods 
site] looked like. I wanted to provide 
the context of why they moved sud-
denly when they were very young.”
 Photographers throughout the 
Lone Star State, have been willing 
to donate their time and talent for 
the Recapturing Memories Project. 
Stoehr and Evans require partici-
pating photographers to agree not 
to use the event to promote their 
own business.
 “It’s been crazy,” said Stoehr. “I’m 
glad I’ve been able to get other pho-
tographers on board. It shows we 
can all pull together to help out.”
 For more information, go to 
www.recapturingmemoriesproject.
org.

 LISD is a highly desirable 
district to be in and more peo-
ple move into the district each 
year. LISD administrators look 
at demographic trends to proj-
ect which schools will get more 
students.
 “In the past we would start 
off  the classrooms with few-
er students knowing within 
months those class sizes would 
increase... and then ask for 
waivers around January,” So-
pher said.
 Th is year LISD is asking TEA 
sooner rather than later for 
waivers to exceed the 22-stu-
dents-to-one-teacher ratio.
 Th is does not mean we are 
overcrowded, Sopher said. 
Th ere is a cap at LISD where K 
and 1st cannot exceed 22 stu-
dents, 2nd cannot exceed 23 

students, and 3rd - 4th cannot 
exceed 24 students.
 At the beginning of each 
school year, Texas school dis-
tricts are required to review 
class size enrollment to deter-
mine whether its class sizes for 
K-4th meet TEA requirements.
 According to the review, 
LISD exceeds the 22-students-
to-one-teacher ratio at:

• Laura Bush Elementary, 7 of 
34 classes
• Grandview Hills Elementary, 
3 of 21 classes
• River Place Elementary, 5 of 
31 classes
• River Ridge Elementary, 7 of 
31 classes
• Steiner Ranch Elementary, 8 
of 28 classes
 

 Some grade levels and some 
campuses do not have strong 
enough academic standings 
where more students in the 
classroom would not be condu-
cive. Th is is not the case in Four 
Points.
 “If a campus has seen aca-
demic success, we consider a 
waiver,” Sopher said.
 Four Points schools show 
academic success: LWB, River 
Place, River Ridge and Steiner 
Ranch all have exemplary rat-
ings while Grandview has a rec-
ognized rating.
 While 95 classes are over the 
TEA preferred ratio, 530 LISD 
kindergarten through 4th grade 
classes are under the 22-to-1 ra-
tio.

 Commercial developers applied to the Austin 
City Council for a subdivision variance at 4807 
North Quinlan Park Rd.
 Crocker Consultants/Taylor Woodrow Com-
munities/Steiner Ranch LLC applied on Sept. 21 
for a subdivision variance to allow construction in 
a Critical Water Quality Zone for the construction 
of a private roadway to provide primary access to 
two lots close to RM 620, N. Quinlan Park Rd. and 
Steiner Ranch Blvd.
 Th e proposed use/uses are: Commercial, Multi-
Family Apartments and there is a contract pending 

on a Climate Controlled Storage Unit.
 Th e City of Austin Environmental Board is re-
viewing the measure.
 A public hearing is scheduled for next week, 
Oct. 18 at City Hall Council Chambers at 6:00 p.m.
Interested parties may “deliver a written statement 
to the board or commission before or during the 
public hearing that generally identifi es the issues of 
concern” along with contact information.
 For more information click on Item 5B:   http://
austintx.swagit.com/play/10052011-1306

More Steiner development seeking approval



Coach Roderick Anderson leads local boys 
through drills at the 4Points Basketball 
Academy.  Approximately 60 4th through 
8th grade boys attend the Academy each 
Sunday.  Pictured from left to right:  Jared 

Hirschhorn, Alex Fernandes, Sam 
Brod, Dale Kuykendall and Ryan 
Boles.

 4Points Basketball Association will hold try-
outs on Oct. 22 and 30 for winter season boys 
teams. Th e current fall session is full.
 4Points Basketball is in its second year and is 
an organization put together by area dads with 
a mission to provide Four Points boys with 
more opportunity to play basketball and im-
prove their skills, said Scott Stevens, volunteer 
dad and board member.
 Th e program consists of two components:  
the 4Points Basketball Academy and Competi-
tive In-Season Team Play.
 Th e Basketball Academy provides a skills 
development training session and competi-

tive and instructional scrimmaging for boys 
4th-8th grade. Academy sessions are open to 
all boys that are interested in improving their 
skills and having fun on the court, Stevens said.
 Instruction and coaching is provided by a 
team of professional coaches led by Roderick 
Anderson, a former University of Texas basket-
ball player.
 Th e Competitive In-Season Team partici-
pates in a local competitive league and enters 
teams into city-wide tournaments where the 
level of competition is extremely high. Th ese 
teams will be coached by the professional 
coaching staff  and will practice locally two 

times per week.
 Teams will be formed based a series of try-
outs based on skills, hustle, attitude and bas-
ketball IQ, Stevens said.
 For Oct. 22 try-outs, check the website for 
time and location. Th e Oct. 30 try-outs will be 
from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Canyon Ridge 
Middle School. Register for 4Points Basketball 
try-outs at: 4pointsbasketball.org 
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Absolute
Remodeling
& Handyman 
Services

“Absolute Quality”

Insured

Kitchen

Bathroom

Painting

Sheetrock

Windows

Flooring

Doors

Tile

Lee Stark 512-422-5262

Email: ARHS@Austin.rr.com

Services:
Sprinkler System Installation

Total Landscape Maintenance
Landscape Design/Installation

Sod and Tree Installation
Tree Care and Removal

Phone: 512-259-5296
Fax: 512-259-0380

P.O. Box 1922
Leander, TX 78646

LI-0007203

GEOSCAPES 
OF TEXAS, INC.

Landscape Services

SPICER MECHANICAL
TACLB#022509E

Rick Spicer, MM1,USN(Ret.)
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                                                       (512) 913-4907

HELP
WANTED

777-2774

Rotten Board Replacement - Decks - Fences
Doors Installed - Windows - Painting - Staining
Pressure Washing - Pergollas - Trellas
Electrical Repairs - Plumbing Repairs
Drywall Repairs - Tile Flooring - Siding

CALL TODAY - FREE ESTIMATES 
LICENSED & INSURED

www.CedarParkHandyman.com

CEDAR PARK HANDYMAN
No Job Too Small or Too Big

 

 
DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR,DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR,
NOBODY PROTECTS
YOU LIKE ALLSTATE.

Savings  based  on  national  customer-reported  data  for  new  policies  in  2009.  Actual  savings  vary.
Allstate Fire And Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company

Chuck Saxon Jr
(512) 339-8494
 
2300 Lohmans Spur, Ste 121
Lakeway
chucksaxon@allstate.com

I can help you save money now.
If you could pay less for insurance, but still get
more  protection,  why  wouldn’t  you?  Drivers
who  switched  to  Allstate  saved  an  average  of
$348 a year. Don’t wait! Call me today.

Community Events

Drivers & Owner Op-Drivers & Owner Op-
erators Wanted! Class erators Wanted! Class 
A CDL, End Dump/A CDL, End Dump/
Pneumatic Tanker.Pneumatic Tanker.
Paid Weekly, Home Paid Weekly, Home 
Daily. 830-560-1032Daily. 830-560-1032

“My purpose is to not only fulfill my patients’ 
needs, but exceed their 

expectations while rejuvenating their smile”
Julia C. Hawthorne, DDS

Cosmetics and Family Dentistry

512-266-9585  
2900 N. Quinlan Park Rd. #160 

Austin, TX. 78732

Annie Fojtik
Home Mortgage Consultant

11625 N FM
Austin, TX 78750 

Office: 512-344-7887
Cell: 512-633-2883

  

NMLSR ID  408833

Robin R. Smith
Seamstress & Textile Artist

robinstitches@gmail.com

512.638.2803

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES

 Th e Vandegrift  High School Th eatre Department presents their fall show Th e Odd Couple starting this Th ursday and running 
through Saturday at VHS.
 Th e Odd Couple by Neil Simon is a hilarious story about two odd ball friends, one a slob and the other a neat freak, trying to 
make the best of a bad situation as roommates. Find out how much tension their friendship can handle.
 VHS Th eatre will be performing two versions of Simon’s well-known comedy. Th e female cast will perform Th ursday and Fri-
day. Th e male cast on Saturday.
 If using a movie rating, this show would probably be PG-13 and is not recommended for younger children.
 Performances are Oct. 13 through Oct. 15 at 7 p.m. with a matinee on Saturday at 2 p.m. Tickets are $8 at the door on the VHS 
campus at 9500 McNeil Dr.

VHS Theatre presents the 
Odd Couple this week

Oct. 16 - 2nd Annual Pumpkin Patch at Stein-
er’s John Simpson Park, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Oct. 18 - VHS and RM 2222 Traffi  c Meeting 
and Update 6:30 p.m. at Vandegrift  High School

Oct. 20 - Four Points Chamber of Commerce 
Business Expo River Place Country Club 4 p.m. 
- 8 p.m.

Oct. 22 - Digs & Dunks Clinic Fundraiser for 
K - 8th Lady Vipers teach volleyball and basket-
ball skills 8:30 a.m.  – 12:30 p.m.  @ Vandegrift  
High School

Oct. 21-23 - Concordia University Texas Home-
coming & Family Weekend

Nov. 5 - Camping on the Ranch 6:00 p.m. at 
Towne Square in Steiner Ranch

4Points Basketball to hold try-outs in Oct. for winter season

“Balancing the 
scales of justice 
in your favor”

MARIE E. MCGRATH, JD, MBA
Attorney and Counselor at Law 

Personal Injury • Divorce • Fertility • Immigration

mariemcgrath@mmcg-law.com • www.mcgrathaustinlawyer.com

Phone: 512-696-6575
106 East 6th St., Suite 640 • Austin, TX 78701



SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THESE 
VIPERS BY SPONSORING THIS PAGE

Jayson Long
Senior

Carolyn Andrade
Sophomore

Favorite part about being involved in Viper Legacies: 
I enjoy the physical challenges and discipline of dance. It makes 
me proud to be part of a team where every girl strives to be her 
best, but puts the team goals fi rst!

Favorite part of being involved in Viper Volleyball:
My favorite part about being involved in Viper Volleyball is that it 
gives me the opportunity to play a sport I really enjoy. The coaches 
are great, I love everyone on the team and we all get along really well. 
Go Vipers!

Favorite part of being involved in Viper Cheer: 
My favorite part of being involved in the cheer organization is the 
fact that our team is just an extended family. I couldn’t put into words 
how amazing our team, captains, parents and coaches are. We all 
work together to build the best and most improving organization we 
can. I’m so proud to be a Vandegrift Cheerleader!

Favorite part about being involved in Viper Football: 
It’s cool to be part of the Viper family. It’s also nice to be part of a 
good program that will go very far this season.

Favorite part about being in the Viper Band: 
My favorite part about band is its order and simplicity that re-
lieves me of stress from hectic days.

Nicole Quick
Junior

Ashley Saathoff
Junior

Loryn Johnson
Sophomore

Jonathan Fisher
Freshman

Favorite part about being involved in Viper Cross Country: 
I enjoy cross country because it gives me a chance to contribute to 
the team with my individual eff orts. Also, it encourages me to con-
tinually push and improve myself with a discipline that crosses over 
into other areas of my life.
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512.372.9700
Located in the Shops at Riverplace

Go Vipers!
El Señor

Mexican Cuisine
Open until Midnight on Home Game Nights.

STARS OF THE WEEKTHURSDAY
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 Th e Vandegrift  High School Band won the 
Class AA award and swept all captions - Music, 
Visual, and General Eff ect at the BOA Conroe 
Regional.
 “It was one of the most competitive events I 
have taken a band to in many years. Eight out 
of the ten bands in fi nals were UIL 5A State Fi-
nalists and BOA Grand National Finalists. Th is 
is unheard of for a “Regional” type event,” said 
Jeremy Spicer, Director of Bands at VHS.
 Th e Viper Band placed 12th overall and only 

missed the night show by 0.15 points.
 Spicer likes to use motivational quotes like this 
one from Aristotle: Excellence is not an act, but a 
habit.
 “We must continue to be excellent in all that 
we do. Now is the time to dig in and not only 
work harder, but smarter and support each oth-
er like never before,” he said. “Mr. Howard, Mr. 
Pape, Ms. Spradlin and I are truly honored to 
lead such a fantastic group of young people.”

Viper Band wins class 
AA award in Regional

Left: Nikki Jaynes, Vandegrift High School freshman, entertains the half time crowd at the Vandegrift 
vs. Lake Travis football game on Friday night.

4300 Quinlan Park Road

Austin, TX 78732

512-266-8808

“Taste the Difference”

Go Vipers!



(512) 249-8488
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www.karennaples.com

restorative, cosmetic & implant dentistry

Beautiful Smiles

Complimentary Exam and X-Rays
with New Patient Cleaning
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The Four Points News 
reaches nearly every 
single family home in 
Steiner Ranch, River 
Place, and Grandview 
Hills. Austinʼs most 
affluent neighbor-

hoods! I can show you 
how to reach these 

potential customers.

fourpointsnews@austin.rr.com

FOUR POINTS NEWS

 

Do you spend more 
time planning your 
summer vacation than 
your investment 
strategy?  
A financial plan can help you feel 
��������	
�����������������������
���
your savings in retirement. 

 

  Call me today at (512)691-7032 
 

 
 
Jon Fletcher, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor 
Ameriprise Financial  
Arboretum Plaza One, Ste 800 
9442 N. Capital of Texas Hwy 
Austin, Tx 78759 
(512)691-7032 
jon.m.fletcher@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/jon.m.fletcher 
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We bring the We bring the 
showroom to you!showroom to you!

simple styles… intricate designs…simple styles… intricate deesignee

Hundreds 
of Flooring 

Choices

and everything in between
We carry hundreds of different styes of...

Wood • Tile • Laminate • Carpet • Vinyl •Vinyl Custom Tile • Vinyl Plank
Shutters • Blinds • Honeycomb Shades

Services include....

Backsplash • Bathroom wall tile • Fireplaces • Grout sealing
Refi nish wood fl oors • Carpet cleaning • Tile fl oor cleaning • Sealing natural stone

 512-336-0900
www.AustinFloorsandWindows.com 

A U S T I N

C O V E R I N G S

FLOOR
WINDOW

&

2900 N. Quinlan Park
Austin, TX 78732

Phone 512.266.6160
schoolinthehills.com

An “education for life”… starts at School in the Hills

Montessori

Call 512.266.6160 to schedule a tour of the school to see our 
amazing children in action. Let us demonstrate why Montessori 
and School in the Hills is the right choice for your child. 

Discover why Montessori education has amazed parents and 
inspired children for over 100 years. Enroll and watch your child 
grow to love learning while developing life skills such as: 
Self Confidence, Independence, Curiosity and Creativity.
 

Are you on 
the waitlist?
Call today! 

SPANISH
TUTOR

 Spanish levels I, II, III
 PRE-AP III and AP IV

Why learn 
Spanish? 

 Spanish is one of the world’s 
most spoken language, after Man-
darin Chinese and English!
 At the end of the 19th century, 
60 million people spoke Spanish. 
Today, almost 500 million people 
worldwide speak Spanish!
 Spanish, Spanish everywhere!

Learning it is fun!

Native Spanish speaker from Venezu-
ela w/a Bachelor degree in Commu-
nications. I apply diff erent methods 
of teaching according to the diff er-
ent needs of the student.  I am fl uent 
and knowledgeable in grammar, vo-
cabulary, writing, and  conversation.    
Flexible hours.

Lylia Estrella
spanish_ahora@rocketmail.com

Hola

Vs. Lake Travis, 42 - 10 loss

 I thought our team played hard and did some good things, 
but we are a step behind LT currently.
 Th ey did some things to us off ensively and defensively that 
no one has been able to do this season. Th ey are currently the 
#1 program in the state for a reason.  
 We are building to get there. I am very proud of our perfor-
mance in the second half against their starters. Defensively we 
caused several turnovers and off ense was able to sustain drives.
 I have no doubt we are making progress as a program.
 
Bye Week, Next Game Oct. 21 Vs. Vista Ridge at Gupton Sta-
dium

 We are currently off  this week and will use this week to mend, 
work on fundamentals, and regain our focus for the fi nal three 
regular season games.  
 We must win one at a time if we are going to reach our goal of 
qualifying for the AAAA playoff s for the fi rst time ever.  
 We will also use this week to go scout our next three oppo-
nents.

Viper Football Head 
Coach Drew Sanders 

weekly comments

The Vandegrift Marching Band entertains the hometown crowd during Friday night’s halftime performance.

Viper Cheerleader Courtney Kaczmarek stops to talk to a few fans, 
including Alys Flatt from Laura Bush Elementary, at Friday night’s 
game against Lake Travis.

CMYK

Let me 
Help!

Call 
Hollie Kenney
410.258.1412



 Research says that yoga increas-
es strength and fl exibility, improves 
balance and posture, increases 
cognition, increases heart function 
and improves relaxation.
 Practicing yoga is known to de-
crease stress, blood pressure, anxi-
ety and insomnia.
 Steiner Ranch Yoga is one place 
off ering classes where practitioners 
work out at their own level and “lis-
ten to their bodies”, said Melinda 
Jennings, primary instructor.
 Th ere are beginner classes and 
restorative classes focusing on re-
storing the body and mind. Th ere 
are also Hatha classes for stronger 
practitioners which off er mindful 
movement in a traditional format, 
while focusing on breath and body 
awareness.
 Scientifi c evidence supports var-
ious mindful exercise modalities 
as signifi cant means of improving 
a variety of health outcomes, Jen-
nings said.
 Mind-body fi tness or mindful 
exercise has been associated with 
improved muscular strength, fl ex-
ibility, balance and coordination, 
but also increased mental develop-
ment and self-effi  cacy.  
 Jennings says Hatha yoga is per-
haps the most practiced form of 
mindful exercise in the West today 
and it is helpful for arthritis, pos-
tural problems and reducing anxi-
ety.
 Meditation alone can help quiet 
hunger cravings, and increase the 
area of your brain responsible for 
decision-making.
 Steiner Ranch Yoga classes are 
held at Villari’s Studios located at 
4308 N. Quinlan Park Rd. Suite 
202 in Steiner Ranch directly be-
hind the Welcome Center.

FOUR POINTS NEWS
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Follow us on Facebook

Steiner Ranch Yoga

www.steinerranchyoga.com | 512-243-7441

“Quieting the Monkey Mind”

CMYK

Twitter:  DragonsDenATX
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dragon’s den cycling

Location:  Wherever you want us.
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$10 off
Mention this ad and receive

(your next service of $50 or more; new customers only)*Service price only – does not include parts.

What all do you do?
Tune-ups, overhauls, assembly,
suspension, brakes, derailleurs,
and more. You name it, we fix it.

   

Basic Tune-Up............................$40
Professional Tune-Up..............$75

    

Our Pricing
Check us out online for specials
and additional services. 

Why us?
No more juggling your schedule 
to drop off and pick up your bike.
Have a Dragon’s Den Certified
Master Bike Tech come to you.

Mobile fee waived for residents
of Four Points area, including
Steiner Ranch and River Place.

Our repair and maintenance
fees are extremely competitive
(we have low overhead afterall).
In fact, if you find a better price, 
we’ll match it. 

Local yoga 
classes 
benefit 
body, mind 
and health

2900 N. Quinlan Park Suite 230
www.salonhueaustin.com

Hours: 
 Monday - Friday
 10am - 7pm  
 Saturday
 10am - 5pm 266-9225

10%OFFWith this ad.

New Salon 
in Steiner

“The Table”
8:30 am

Traditional
Worship

Holy Communion
{Sanctuary}

“The Vine”
11:00 am
Traditional

Worship 
{Sanctuary}

“The Way”
11:00 am

Contemporary
Worship 

{Ministry Activities 
Center, MAC Hall}

9:45 am
Sunday School

for
All Ages

To learn more about our Podiatric Practice

Visit our website: www.MyAustinFoot.com

Or call our office: 512-477-8853

Running or Sports Related Injury?

Injury of the Foot & Ankle? 

Jose A. Rivera, DPM, FACLES
Steiner Ranch Resident

Then stop by and see
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