
By LYNETTE HAALAND
Lynette.FourPoints@gmail.com

 Th e offi  cial cause of the Steiner 
Ranch fi res has yet to be determined 
but Austin Energy electric power 
lines are being investigated. Th e Trav-
is County Fire Marshal’s offi  ce is also 
seeking help from the community for 
more details.
  Th e Labor Day Weekend fi res 
burned 23 homes, damaged other 
homes and yards, burned 162 acres 
and cost an estimated $10 million, 
according to fi re offi  cials.
 Electricity is being investigated as 
the possible cause of fi re in Steiner, 
said Hershel Lee, Travis County Fire 
Marshal. County investigators found 
damage on the overhead electrical 
wires directly above the likely point 
of origin, he said.
 “We will need to review engineer-
ing and lab reports aft er those are 
completed,”  Lee said.
 Last week the Texas Forrest Service 
determined that the Bastrop fi res, 
which burned 1,600 homes, started 
from electricity. Reports reveal high 
wind gusts on Sept. 4 likely severed 
trees at two locations that fell into the 
electrical lines, causing sparks that 
fell into the dry grass and tree litter 
below.
 Lee said with Bastrop there was 
more physical evidence and eyewit-
nesses to corroborate evidence.
 “We don’t have that same thing for 
our (Steiner) fi re,” he said.
 Although the Fire Marshal’s Of-
fi ce has interviewed everyone they 
can think of for information on the 
Steiner fi res, they hope to hear from 
more people who saw fl ames early 
on, around 4 p.m. on Sept. 4. Th ey are 
asked to call the Travis County Fire 
Marshal offi  ce #854-4621.
 “If someone saw the fi re start in the 
early stages, we urge you to call. We 
are interested in fi re pictures or video 
of it in its very early stages,” Lee said.
 Th e area of origin has been deter-

mined, off  of the west side of RM 620 
between Steiner’s entrance and Man-
sfi eld Dam.
    “Electricity is a possible heat source 
and somehow something has to hap-
pen for the heat to be applied to a 
combustible material,” Lee said.
    “Arcing, or transferring of electric-
ity through open air, can in some 
cases melt metal.  If the molten metal 
is of suffi  cient size and temperature, a 
fi re can sometimes be started if that 
molten metal comes in contact with 
fi ne combustible fuels,” he explained.
    “Th at is something we think is pos-
sible but the engineers are doing ex-
tensive research on this before we can 
give (fi nal word),” Lee said.
 Th e fi nal offi  cial cause of fi re could 
take up to months to determine, Lee 
said.
 Recently State Farm Insurance sent 
investigators to examine the point of 
origin area. Although Lee has not 
seen any lawsuits, “We’ve heard there 
are threats of lawsuits.”
 Th e role of the Fire Marshal’s Of-
fi ce is to determine cause and then 
take action if there is reason to do so. 

By LYNETTE HAALAND
Lynette.FourPoints@gmail.com

 Salon hue opens this week in 
Steiner Ranch with four stylists and 
years of experience in Four Points.
 Hue’s owner and master styl-

ist, Trina Mallet, is taking the for-
mer Bluebonnet Salon space in the 
Shops at Steiner.
 “I come from a many genera-
tions of hairdressers and barbers. 
My father is a barber,” Mallet said. 
“It has been my dream to own my 

own salon.”
    She has been a licensed hair-
dresser since 2000 and previously 
worked in Steiner. She is grateful to 
be back in Steiner close to her loyal 
client base.
 “We will start with hair and then 
work our way into other areas,” 
Mallet said.
 Erin Terry is one of the master 
stylists joining the new salon. “She 
is well known in the community 
and excels in red hair color,” Mallet 
said.
 Hue is getting a make over itself. 
Joell Ebbert from Mesh Interior 
Design is revamping the salon with 
a new look.

 Mallet plans on being involved 
with the Four Points Chamber 
of Commerce and giving back to 
the community by working with 
schools, clubs and organizations 
like the PTA.   
 “It’s very important to me that 
everyone is satisfi ed, I encourage 
client feedback on how we can 
make your experience better,” she 
said.
 Hue is launching this week on 
Tuesday. Hours will be Monday - 
Friday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 For more information go to sa-
lonhueaustin.com or to book on-
line 24/7.
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We are now open Sunday aft ernoons for sick visits by 
appointment only. You can call our offi  ce directly

 at 512-241-1370 between the hours of 1PM and 5PM 
to schedule an appointment with our nurse practitioner, 

Pat Budd, RN, CPNP. Th e phones turn on at 1PM.

SEE INVESTIGATION, 5

SEE LTFR, 5

LESLEE BASSMAN
LBassman@austin.rr.com

 Witnessing Friday evening’s traf-
fi c jam heading to Monroe Stadium 
for the Vandegrift -Cedar Park grid-
iron showdown, Four Points’ motor-
ists wondered whether there might be 
any escape from the seemingly endless 
congestion in the area.
 Texas Department of Transporta-
tion (TxDOT) Area Engineer John 
Wagner addressed the issue of add-
ing access points from the Vandegrift  
High School and Four Points Middle 
School area over the Balcones Canyon 
Conservation Preserve to ease traffi  c 
ingress and egress, especially at peak 
times during the day.
 “TxDOT lacks jurisdiction to try to 
get access over the preserve to reach 
620,” said Wagner. “Th e federal gov-
ernment has jurisdiction over preserve 
lands.”
 “We’re looking at possible signal 
timing changes to get traffi  c improve-

ment in the area.”
 Leander ISD spokesperson Veronica 
Sopher confi rmed that the district is 
currently working with TxDOT on a 
traffi  c study in the RM 620/FM 2222 
corridor to determine if a change in the 
traffi  c signal timing will make a diff er-
ence in the area’s congestion.
 According to Sopher, the project will 
not commence until later in the fall.
 “We’re trying to get a true feel for 
the traffi  c fl ow,” she said of the project 
which will study traffi  c counts during 
peak demand times.
 By waiting until late October, the 
school district and state agency will be 
able to account for the increase in new 
student drivers as well as capture the 
rate of sports traffi  c coming in and out 
of the vicinity.
 LISD posted a summary of its July 12 
public meeting regarding this issue on 
its website, with an Aug. 25 update. See 
www.leanderisd.org for a full comment 
summary and revision of the summer 
meetings.
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Trina Mallet master stylist and 
owner salon hue
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 When Jim Linardos woke up that Sunday morn-
ing, he didn’t know it would be one of the worst days 
in Texas’ history.
 Hours later the Lake Travis Fire Rescue Chief 
found himself at the center of the Steiner Ranch 
battle where fl ames shot up 50 feet from explod-
ing houses. At its peak there were more than 100 
fi refi ghters on scene from multiple agencies and 31 
trucks battling the blazes.   
 Linardos was calling the shots, coordinating the 
teams, communicating the strategy. Although 23 
homes were lost, through his leadership 300 home 
are estimated to be saved.
 On Sept. 4, the fi rst call came in at 3:58 p.m. and 
the fi rst LTFR truck got to the scene off  of RM 620 
four minutes later.
    One LTFR truck was on its way to help fi ght the 

LTFR chief held the command 
post during the Steiner fi res

Lake Travis Fire Rescue Fire Chief Jim Linardos

New hair salon opens in Steiner Ranch
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LISD, TxDOT fi nding solutions 
RM 620/FM 2222 traffi  c problems

Travis County needs help in Steiner fi re investigation

Hershel Lee Fire Marshal Travis 
County Fire Marshal’s Offi  ce

478-3376 (4PT-DERM)  I  FOUR POINTS
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FALL SPECIALSFALL SPECIALS
Visit our website for our Botox and 

fi ller specials - up to $150 off....
Schedule your appointment now!”
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Steiner Ranch Yoga
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“Quieting the Monkey Mind”

Bill McCurley and his son Drew were mistakenly referred to as 
McCarthy in the caption of the photo in “Fire claims pieces of 
art history” article in the Sept. 22 issue.

 Th e Four Points Chamber 
of Commerce hosts its second 
annual Business Expo and Net-
working Reception on Oct. 20 at 
the River Place Country Club
 Th e community is invited to 
attend this free, Th ursday event 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at RPCC 
supported by local businesses.
 Vandegrift  High School Ath-
letics Coordinator, Drew Sand-
ers, will be the keynote speaker.
 Th is year’s event promises 
a silent auction with proceeds 
to benefi t the Vandegrift  High 
School Parent Teacher Student 
Association.
 Vandegrift  PTSA supports 
programs for students and 
teachers and its role has become 
increasingly important in light 

of state and local budgetary cuts.
 Coach Sanders, VHS football 
head coach, will give a motiva-
tional speech. He arrived at VHS 
in the spring of 2009 and since 
then VHS has seen tremendous 
success for the young athletic 
program.
 VHS Athletics has already 
earned district championships, 
regional and state qualifi ers, 
and multiple playoff  qualifi ers. 
Th e VHS football program has 
grown from 35 players to over 
200, played for a playoff  spot 
in their fi rst year playing var-
sity football and came within 
one game of qualifying for the 
AAAA playoff s in their very fi rst 
year of varsity competition.   
 With more than 100 mem-

bers and growing, the Four 
Points Chamber of Commerce 
brings businesses together along 
RM620 and FM2222 from Jester 
to Volente to support business 
growth in the community.
 Th e Business Expo is a unique 
opportunity to get to know 
neighbors and businesses in the 
community where we live, work 
and play and hear from a local 
hero, say event organizers.
 For more information in par-
ticipating in these and upcoming 
events email committee chair 
Marie McGrath at mariemc-
grath@mmcg-law.com or call 
512-696-6575.
 Membership inquiries may 
also be sent directly to member-
ship@FourPointsChamber.com.

 Th e US Government declared 
Steiner Ranch as a disaster area 
due to the fi res on Labor Day 
weekend and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency will 
set up shop in Steiner to help.
 Starting Friday at 3048 Steiner 
Ranch Blvd, FEMA will be avail-
able from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at a 
makeshift  Disaster Recovery 
Center. A full schedule of the 
days FEMA will be in Steiner is 
listed below.
 Anyone aff ected by the fi res is 
eligible to apply for disaster as-
sistance, even if they have settled 
with their insurance company.
 To apply call 1-800-621-

3362 (FEMA) Or apply online 
at www.disasterassistance.gov 
or m.fema.gov using a smart 
phone.
 
 Please have the following in-
formation available when you 
call.
• A phone number where you 
can be reached
• Social Security Number
• Current mailing address
• Address of the aff ected prop-
erty
• Brief description of the dam-
ages
• Insurance information includ-
ing policy number

 FEMA will be set up at the 
following locations. Th e sched-
ule is subject to change:

    Briarcliff  
 801  Bee Creek Rd., 78669 
 on 9/23 from 9-6
    
 Briarcliff  
 801 Bee Creek Rd., 78669 
 on 10/3-10/4 from 9-6
    
 Steiner 
 3048 Steiner Ranch Blvd.  
 78732 
 on 9/30-10/1 from 9-6
    
 

 Steiner
 3048 Steiner Ranch Blvd. 
 78732 
 on 10/10-10/11 from 9-6
    
 Steiner
 3048 Steiner Ranch Blvd. 
 78732 
 on 10/13-10/14 from 9-6

 FEMA’s Ericka Lopez said 
“Disaster assistance covers basic 
needs only and will not normally 
compensate you for your entire 
loss.”

 Because of the extreme 
drought gripping Texas, the 
Lower Colorado River Author-
ity will ask the state’s permission 
to deviate from the Water Man-
agement Plan to signifi cantly 
cut back or even cut off  water to 
farmers next year.
 Rice farmers downstream buy 
water from LCRA each year to 
raise their crops in Colorado, 
Wharton and Matagorda coun-
ties.
 Th e Board of Directors made 
the decision at its Sept. 21 meet-
ing. Farmers, lake area residents 
and business owners, and repre-
sentatives from LCRA’s munici-
pal customers, including Austin, 
all endorsed the decision.
 “Th is shows how people from 
all across the region can come 
together under diffi  cult circum-
stances and make decisions to 
benefi t the entire basin,” said 
LCRA General Manager Becky 
Motal.
 LCRA will now ask the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality for permission to devi-
ate from the Water Management 
Plan in 2012 to include the fol-

lowing:
• Cut off  Highland Lakes water 
to farmers in the Gulf Coast and 
Lakeside irrigation divisions if 
lakes Travis and Buchanan con-
tain less than 850,000 acre-feet 
of water on March 1, 2012; or
• Allow no more than 125,000 
acre-feet of Highland Lakes 
water to be pumped from the 
Colorado River to LCRA’s four 
irrigation divisions if the lakes 
contain between 850,000 acre-
feet and 920,000 acre-feet of 
water on March 1, 2012.  Th e 
125,000 acre-feet pumped from 
the river is equivalent to about 
145,000 acre-feet of water re-
leased from the Highland Lakes 
because of the water lost from 
evaporation and seepage as it 
fl ows downstream to the farm-
ing areas of Wharton, Colorado 
and Matagorda counties.
 If water is available for farm-
ers:
• It would only available for the 
fi rst crop of the season (a second 
crop would be subject to LCRA 
Board approval), and
• Pumping would not begin be-
fore April 1 and would last no 

longer than 145 days or until 
125,000 acre-feet is pumped, and
• If the lakes contain more than 
920,000 acre-feet of water on 
March 1, LCRA would manage 
the water according to the Water 
Management Plan.
 As of last week lakes Travis 
and Buchanan were 39 percent 
full and held 789,000 acre-feet.  
 If the lakes hit 600,000 acre-
feet, the Board will take action 
to cut off  water to farmers im-
mediately and to reduce the wa-
ter available to LCRA municipal 
and industrial customers by 20 
percent.
 Another drought relief mea-
sure approved by the Board last 
week was increasing the excess 
use surcharge for farmers.
 “Th is intense drought is pain-
ful for everyone, but with these 
drought relief measures in place, 
we will continue to responsibly 
manage the region’s water supply 
to meet our customers’ critical 
health and safety needs through 
this challenging time,” Motal 
said. 

Lake Travis is 39 percent full. This photo was taken last week by the Lower Colorado River Authority.
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Top of Conservation Storage is 681 ft-msl.
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LCRA will limit water 
going to rice farmers

CORRECTION

2nd Four Points Business Expo 
features VHS Coach Sanders

FEMA to open recovery center in Steiner

For military, police, fi refi ghters and seniors.
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OFF

5%
Discounts

On any job over $89.00.

Business built 
on honesty & integrity

We are your local plumbing contractor

- Drain & Sewer Problems
- Faucets & Garbage Disposals
- Toilets
- Water Heaters
- Mobile Home Specialists
- Copper Repiping
- Sewer Line Video Inspection
- Leaks at your Water Meter
- Slab Leaks
- Leak Detection
- Trenchless Water
- Sewer Line Replacemoent

FREE Estimates
On Site

Weekends no extra charge

512.318.1600

Residential    Commercial    Industrial

Insurance Approved
Lic # MPL40036



 Th e Hill Country Education 
Foundation has launched their 
2011-2012 membership drive to 
recruit families, individuals, stu-
dents and faculty to their orga-
nization. Members of HCEF will 
help to support Four Points-area 
students achieve academic suc-
cess in the areas of entrepreneur-
ship, leadership, science, tech-
nology, engineering and math 
(STEM).      
 Specifi cally, memberships will 
help the Foundation reach their 
goal of providing:
 Grants to teachers, adminis-
trative and parent organizations 
that focus leadership, entrepre-
neurship and STEM education.
 Teacher development/train-
ing grants to support new or es-
tablished curricula
 Enrichments programs, such 

as FIRST® LEGO® League Robot-
ics Clubs
 Scholarships to Vandegrift  
High School students pursu-
ing careers in science, technol-
ogy, engineering or mathematics 
(starting in 2012)
 A community children’s li-
brary in the Four Points com-
munity
 College Insider, a college-
readiness program for parents 
and students 
 Annual membership levels 
range from $100 for families 
and $50 for individuals to $15 
for students and $1 for faculty. 
To learn more about member-
ship benefi ts and to pay online, 
interested parties can go to www.
hillcountryedfoundation.org.
 In the past year, the Foun-
dation has funded $2,650 for 

robotics programs, $1,000 for 
garden clubs, $500 towards a 
college scholarship endowment 
fund and $10,000 for Naviance 
Succeed, the college readiness 
tool that will be made available 
to all Leander ISD high school 
students this school year.
 In addition, the Foundation 
has earmarked $25,000 for edu-
cation grants to be distributed 
this fall along with $750 for each 
area robotics clubs. Much of the 
funding for these programs is 
largely due to those who attend-
ed the inaugural Gala in May 
2011, which raised $32,000.
 Th e Foundation already has 
plans for the next Gala set for 
March 3, 2012 with student 
demonstrations, dinner, live and 
silent auctions, live band and 
dancing.  

 Over recent weeks, I have ad-
dressed Leander ISD’s Seven Stu-
dent Learning Behaviors, how 
we are working to ensure that 
students are self-directed learn-
ers, and steps we are taking to 
prepare students for college and 
beyond. Th is week, I want to 
highlight an activity in which all 
students can participate to devel-
op the life-long skills we believe 
are essential for success in our 
ever-changing world.  Destina-
tion ImagiNation, or DI, as it is 
commonly called, is an extracur-
ricular, school-sponsored pro-
gram that fosters creativity.
 DI is open to LISD students 
in third through 12th grades.  
Each team consists of between 
two and seven students, with two 

adults serving as team manag-
ers. DI tournaments comprise of 
competitions in two areas — the 
Team Challenge and the Instant 
Challenge. Solutions to the chal-
lenges are limited only by the 
teams’ imagination. If you are 
unfamiliar with DI, it can appear 
to be pretty wild, with challenges 
requiring students to dress in 
crazy costumes and construct 
interesting contraptions to cre-
atively problem-solve. A perfect 
example of the Seven Student 
Learning Behaviors is DI teams 
working together to design and 
create, without adult assistance, 
all of the elements necessary to 
bring their solution to life.
 Th is year, the types of Team 
Challenges are technical, scien-

tifi c, fi ne arts, improvisational, 
structural, service-learning and 
rising stars. Participants spend 
about six 
months work-
ing on their 
Team Chal-
lenge, but are 
not completely 
done until they 
receive the fi -
nal unknown 
element just 
before their 
presentation which must used 
in their solution. Instant Chal-
lenges, on the other hand, are 
designed to teach students how 
to think quickly, creatively and 
strategically. At competition, the 
team is given an Instant Chal-

lenge they have not seen before, 
and then have minutes to devel-
op a strategy and create a solu-

tion.
 Th e compo-
nents of chal-
lenges and 
solutions are 
usually pretty 
random.  For 
example, teams 
may be asked to 
describe a situ-
ation, research 

a topic, create a story, make a 
soundtrack, build a structure or 
write a skit. Aft er showcasing 
their solution at a regional meet, 
DI teams may advance to state 
and international competitions 
in the spring. Historically, LISD 

has been well represented at both 
the State and Global DI Compe-
titions.
 With all that said, DI is not 
really a program, it’s a process. 
While participants are having 
fun, sometimes discovering tal-
ents they never knew they had, 
becoming friends with kids they 
might not have ever met, they 
are also growing and learning. 
DI dovetails with LISD’s college- 
and career-readiness initiatives 
and encourages the Seven Stu-
dent Learning Behaviors because 
it promotes teamwork, student 
ownership of learning, self-
assessment, problem-solving, 
higher-level thinking and cre-
ativity.  
 A key ingredient in DI is the 

work of our parent volunteers. 
Without them, the LISD DI pro-
gram would not work. Th ey help 
students stay on schedule, man-
age logistics, gather materials 
and score Instant Challenges.
 Only the number of adults 
who are willing to be team man-
agers limit the number of stu-
dents who can participate in this 
great program. If you’re inter-
ested in helping a team or being 
an appraiser for the DI competi-
tions, contact Kathy Wood, LISD 
QUEST coordinator at 570-0211. 
All DI team managers must be 
approved LISD volunteers.
 To learn more about DI or to 
volunteer, visit www.leanderisd.
org. 
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Destination ImagiNation promotes student learning

Contemporary Orthodontics

Pre-treatment - Age 8

James R. Waters, DDS, MSD, PA
Board Certified Orthodontist

Complete Orthodontic Care From 6 years to 66 years
Specializing in Early Interceptive Treatments

Call today for your complimentary 
new patient exam

266-8585
Post-treatment - Age 11

Located in Steiner Ranch!
4302 Quinlan Park Road • www.bracesaustin.com

 

Do you spend more 
time planning your 
summer vacation than 
your investment 
strategy?  
A financial plan can help you feel 
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your savings in retirement. 

 

  Call me today at (512)691-7032 
 

 
 
Jon Fletcher, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor 
Ameriprise Financial  
Arboretum Plaza One, Ste 800 
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Austin, Tx 78759 
(512)691-7032 
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ameripriseadvisors.com/jon.m.fletcher 
 

����������	
�������	�����	���������	������	�������	������������������	����������	
���	�������	��������	�������	���	����	���������	�������	����������	
�������	
��������	���	!�����	
�"#�	���	��$%�	����	�������	���	�������	���	���	��	
���������	��	���	&�����������	��	��	���	�������

We bring the We bring the 
showroom to you!showroom to you!

simple styles… intricate designs…simple styles… intricate deesignee

Hundreds 
of Flooring 

Choices

and everything in between
We carry hundreds of different styes of...

Wood • Tile • Laminate • Carpet • Vinyl •Vinyl Custom Tile • Vinyl Plank
Shutters • Blinds • Honeycomb Shades

Services include....

Backsplash • Bathroom wall tile • Fireplaces • Grout sealing
Refi nish wood fl oors • Carpet cleaning • Tile fl oor cleaning • Sealing natural stone

 512-336-0900
www.AustinFloorsandWindows.com 

A U S T I N

C O V E R I N G S

FLOOR
WINDOW

&
2900 N. Quinlan Park

Austin, TX 78732
Phone 512.266.6160
schoolinthehills.com

An “education for life”… starts at School in the Hills

Montessori

Call 512.266.6160 to schedule a tour of the school to see our 
amazing children in action. Let us demonstrate why Montessori 
and School in the Hills is the right choice for your child. 

Discover why Montessori education has amazed parents and 
inspired children for over 100 years. Enroll and watch your child 
grow to love learning while developing life skills such as: 
Self Confidence, Independence, Curiosity and Creativity.
 

Are you on 
the waitlist?
Call today! 

2900 N. Quinlan Park Suite 230
www.salonhueaustin.com

Hours: 
 Monday - Friday
 10am - 7pm  
 Saturday
 10am - 5pm

266-9225

A group of CRMS girls won the middle school division at Zilker Relays on Sept. 2. Sydney Prucha, 
Allie Turner, Maddie Hill and Anna Schaal competed in a 2.5 mile relay race in Zilker Park. Th eir 
team “Eat Our Dust” fi nished in 1:27:25.

Hill Country Education 
Foundation is having a 
membership drive

We’d love to hear from you!
Call us, email us, send a photo or share a story. 

All submissions are welcome.



By LESLEE BASSMAN
LBassman@austin.rr.com

    It’s late and I just arrived home 
aft er covering an event spon-
sored by a nearby high school. In 
fact, not only was the program 
hosted by the school but it was 
deemed so important that stu-
dents were given academic cred-
it for attending. Th e topic was 
acute alcohol poisoning. No, this 
wasn’t just another talk to con-
vince kids not to drink or drink 
and drive. It was a reality check 
given by a mom who discovered 
the real truths about teens and 
drinking, just a little too late. Let 
me explain.
    Although Debbie Allen fl ew 

from her native California to 
Texas for last week’s engage-
ments, as she walked across the 
church stage, I noticed that this 
lady could have easily been mis-
taken for any local mom found 
in the carpool lines of Vandegrift  
High School or Canyon Ridge 
or Four Points Middle Schools. 
Dressed in chic black leggings 
and a jersey tunic, she might 
have been on her way to din-
ner at Flores or a Viper football 
game. But she wasn’t.
    Instead, Allen was address-
ing hundreds of West Austinites 
about the December night her 
youngest daughter, Shelby, died 
of acute alcohol poisoning at 
only 17 years of age. Th e hushed 

crowd listened as Allen talked 
about how her outgoing, athletic 
daughter went to a friend’s home 
on the fi rst evening of winter 
break. When Shelby arrived, a 
celebration was already in full 
swing, with her friend’s parents, 
college-age siblings and their 
college friends drinking.
    Allen was raised in a law en-
forcement household and be-
came an offi  cer herself. She was 
proud of running her home 
with lots of fun but always “with 
safety in mind”. Yet, almost three 
years later, she doesn’t know ex-
actly how her daughter died.
    What she did piece together 
was that Shelby had played a 
drinking game that night and 

completed the quantity she was 
supposed to drink within an 
hour. She began vomiting vio-
lently, hitting her head numer-
ous times on the porcelain toilet 
bowl and splitting her lip. She 
was semi-conscious when her 
friends propped her up over 
the toilet and left  her. Even af-
ter being observed convulsing, 
no one called an adult, texting 
only friends instead. By the time 
someone did get aid, it was too 
late. Allen learned of her daugh-
ter’s fate when the coroner ar-
rived at the friend’s home and 
phoned her with the news.
     An autopsy confi rmed that 
Shelby died of acute alcohol 
poisoning with only eight fl uid 

ounces of vodka in her system, 
the same amount of liquid con-
tained in one of those ‘mini’ 
bottles of Ozarka water. Allen 
wondered, “How could that be?”
    Before Shelby’s death, even 
with her police background, Al-
len had never known a teen that 
died aft er one night of drinking. 
Her father, a law enforcement of-
fi cer, hadn’t seen it either. But the 
emergency room staff ers knew. 
Th ey had seen it. It’s called Binge 
Drinking and it goes like this:  
drink until you’re drunk, vomit 
or pass out. Players drink a lot 
of alcohol in a short amount of 
time. Teens are doing it on Fri-
day nights, Saturday nights, aft er 
football games, before proms. 

Allen told the northwest Austin 
community that it’s a serious and 
real issue facing our kids and 
the scary part of it is that adults 
aren’t even fully aware of all the 
facts.
    At the time of Shelby’s tragedy, 
Allen hadn’t realized teens were 
unaware that drinking just a few 
too many sips of 80-proof vodka 
could kill them. And parents had 
no idea of the risk factors for al-
cohol poisoning. Growing up 
in the 1960’s and 70’s, many of 
us just thought someone could 
‘sleep it off ’ if they had one too 
many. Most of us never imag-

 We’ve been celebrating fall since late 
last week. Th e pumpkins are out and 
I’m starting to look for soup recipes.
 But the extreme high temperatures - 
at this point nearly 90 this year in the 
triple digits - do not feel like fall.
 I’d welcome an “Indian summer” 
which refers to a  
weather pattern with 
a stretch of above nor-
mal temperatures, ac-
companied by dry and 
hazy conditions. Th ese 
usually occur aft er 
there has been a killing 
frost between late Sep-
tember and mid November.
 Bring it on. Frost seems like a foreign 
term around these parts.
 Th e weather is forcing me to day-
dream about cooler times and one trip 
comes to mind.
 It was nine years ago when we took 
in Canadian Th anksgiving in a memo-
rable way - tooling around the Th ou-
sand Islands with a fi ve week old.
 Some may say we were crazy but my 
maternity leave was about half over and 
we wanted to squeeze in a memorable 
trip.
 We lived in Upstate New York at the 
time so it was not diffi  cult to get to the 
islands that straddle the Canada-U.S. 
border in the Saint Lawrence River.
 Th e guy we rented a houseboat from 
said we were the last of the season. And 
that was probably a good thing, fewer 
boaters to navigate around.
 Certainly there were enough other 
obstacles - ships and islands.
 My husband did an outstanding job 
of being the captain even when he had 
to rev up the engine to get across the 
Saint Lawrence Seaway because a large 
freighter was gaining ground on us. We 

were tiny in comparison to that ship.
 Th e islands were fun to boat around. 
We saw hundreds but there are actually 
1,793 islands in all, ranging in size from 
over 40 square miles to islands that are 
occupied by a single residence.
 Th e islands are located in the north-

east corner of Lake On-
tario and cover about 50 
miles in the state of New 
York and downstream 
from Kingston, Ontario.
    When it was meal time, 
we would boat to a res-
taurant or to a market. At 
night we would anchor at 

the state park islands, we chose a diff er-
ent one each night.
 We would drop the anchor early 
enough to hike around on the island. 
At one stop some Canadians were hik-
ing around too, enjoying the day off  
and celebrating Th anksgiving. Th is 
Canadian holiday is the second Mon-
day of October and is set aside to give 
thanks at the end of the harvest season.
 Harvest in Canada comes sooner 
and is likely the main reason their 
Th anksgiving is earlier than ours.
 Th at night we had caught a few fi sh 
and had our own Canadian Th anksgiv-
ing feast from the galley of the house-
boat.
 It was a beautiful setting, fall foliage 
all around us and crisp air to breath.
 I kind of felt like a pilgrim in a for-
eign land, eating food we worked to get 
and unsure of the adventures that lie 
ahead.
 Being new parents at the time mag-
nifi ed those feelings, and the whole 
time our First Mate, infant daughter 
fi lled us with warmth and kept us smil-
ing.
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Canadian Th anksgiving makes 
me think of cooler weather

Halle Hill, 
Long Canyon 

“In the middle of the Pacifi c 
Ocean because no one lives
there”

If you could choose where the falling satellite falls, where would it be?

FOUR POINTS OF VIEW

Wendy Launius, 
Grandview Hills

“Th e Atlantic Ocean”

Carter Fojtik, 
Grandview Hills 

“In the garbage”

Matt Ward, 
Steiner Ranch

“Cedar Park”
(asked before the Friday 
night Vandegrift -Cedar
Park football game)

Happy children.
Successful students.
Stronger families.

One-on-One Tutoring & Customized Nanny Services. 
It’s your family. You know what you need. Tell us. 

We’ll help you find the right fit. 

2222@Riverplace  
(next to the bakery)

512.372.8385
CollegeTutors.com/westaustintx

“Legal Counsel for your Business and your Estate”

Protection. Success. Growth. Life.

We are a law fi rm dedicated to serving the needs of business 
owners and estates throughout the Central Texas region.

P: 512.219.4013    
F: 888.298.0577

Dan@AdamsAustinLegal.com
11782 Jollyville Rd. • Austin, TX 78759

Dan R. Adams Jr.
Attorney and Counselor at law

www.AdamsAustinLegal.com

BUSINESS FORMATION STRATEGY & FILING
ESTATE PLANNING AND ASSET PROTECTION

EMPLOYMENT, NONCOMPETITION, CUSTOMER & OTHER AGREEMENTS
COMMERCIAL LEASE REVIEW & NEGOTIATION • REGISTERED AGENT SERVICES

ONGOING FORMALITIES SUCH AS MEETING MINUTES

OUR LEGAL SERVICES INCLUDE:

• Private 
   dinners
• Hor d’oeuvre 
   parties
• Private/Group 
   cooking 
   classes
• Meal delivery 
   packages
• Company 
   & Corporate 
   events

Call now to plan your party!
Carlos Crusco - Personal Chef

512.970.2200
carloscrusco@hotmail.com

How about hosting 
a tapas dessert party?

Reality check: Students, underage 
drinking and alcohol poisoning
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To learn more about our Podiatric Practice

Visit our website: www.MyAustinFoot.com

Or call our office: 512-477-8853

Running or Sports Related Injury?

Injury of the Foot & Ankle? 

Jose A. Rivera, DPM, FACLES
Steiner Ranch Resident

Then stop by and see

REQUEST A REQUEST A 

FREEFREE  
QUOTE TODAYQUOTE TODAY512-322-0662512-322-0662

Email: tree@texastreetamers.com Email: tree@texastreetamers.com 

Services:
Tree & Shrub Pruning • Roof & Structure Clearing
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding
Raise Canopy, Street Clearance
Arborist Services – Lic # TX 3623A

Save
$50

(Valid with ad only. Expires 10/15/11

On Tree Pruning services

A Head 
Above 

The Rest

512-994-8400

Keller Williams Lake Travis
1921 Lohman’s Crossing

Ask me about my program that 
donates to your favorite charity.

rhondadurrill@kw.com  • www.rhondadurrill.com

God, Family, Business.

Rhonda Durrill, Realtor
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Register for music lessons: www.ltumc.org     
Quick link: Music Arts Academy

Music Lessons

1502 RR 620 North, Austin, TX

266-9877

Voice • Piano • Guitar • Electric Bass

 

 
DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR,DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR,
NOBODY PROTECTS
YOU LIKE ALLSTATE.

Savings  based  on  national  customer-reported  data  for  new  policies  in  2009.  Actual  savings  vary.
Allstate Fire And Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company

Chuck Saxon Jr
(512) 339-8494
 
2300 Lohmans Spur, Ste 121
Lakeway
chucksaxon@allstate.com

I can help you save money now.
If you could pay less for insurance, but still get
more  protection,  why  wouldn’t  you?  Drivers
who  switched  to  Allstate  saved  an  average  of
$348 a year. Don’t wait! Call me today.

 Construction will not be 
stopped on the $508 million Wa-
ter Treatment Plant 4 aft er the 
Austin City Council unanimous-
ly voted last week to keep it go-
ing.
 Th e announcement was made 
last week aft er the fate of the Four 
Points area plant was put under 
the microscope this summer.
 Five council members voted 
two months ago to stop work on 
the project but aft er looking at 
the costs to delay, everyone was 
in favor of keeping it going.
 Deferring the project to 2019 
would have cost an estimated ad-
ditional $138 million and the cost 
for upgrading the current water 
treatment and transmission sys-
tem to handle the capacity during 
the interim fi ve years would have 
been an extra $115 million for a 
total of $253 million.
 Council members on Sept. 21 
confi rmed that it would be too 
costly to stop it.
 WTP4, being built off  of RM 
620 near the intersection of FM 
2222, has been debated for three 
decades.
 Some environmental activists 
are not in favor of the plant and 
said the city had not done its due 
diligence. Th ey said costs should 
have been analyzed also on the 
potential savings to the city if it 
did not spend money on fi nish-
ing the plant.
 Proponents of WTP4, in-
cluding Mayor Lee Leffi  ngwell, 
Council Member Mike Martinez 
and city water engineers say the 
growing city could need more 
treatment capacity as early as 
2014.

WTP #4 
approved 
to continue
construction

ined anyone could die from al-
cohol poisoning; just bear with 
the headache and hangover the 
next day. We were wrong.
    Shelby isn’t the only child to 
die like this and her story is ee-
rily familiar to the residents of 
our Four Points community.

 Here’s what I learned to-
night:
 • Vomiting is a big ‘alarm’ 
that something is extremely 
wrong with someone who has 
been drinking. It’s not part 
of the act of ‘drinking’ but it’s 
actually a warning sign that a 
person is being poisoned by 
alcohol and needs immediate 
medical attention;
 • If someone who has been 
drinking is vomiting, can’t be 
roused, is semi-conscious or 
even unconscious, you’ve got 
to call 9-1-1; waiting can mean 

brain damage, coma or death 
and every second counts;
 • Teens’ alcohol of choice to-
day is vodka using a shot glass.  
One shot (one ounce) is the 
same as consuming a 12-ounce 
beer in a medium-tall glass or 
an average size (four to fi ve 
ounces) glass of wine. Accord-
ing to an April, 2011, Good 
Housekeeping magazine ar-
ticle relating Shelby’s story, the 
high school junior consumed 
15 shots of 80-proof vodka 
within one hour.
 • Girls are more likely than 
guys to be victims of acute al-
cohol poisoning;
 • Downing about four or 
fi ve drinks or even less within 
two hours is the “recipe” for 
alcohol poisoning and noth-
ing, not even vomiting, drink-
ing coff ee or eating can reverse 
it. In fact, showering can even 

send a person in this state into 
shock. Competitive drinking 
games increase the likelihood 
of alcohol poisoning.
 • If an alcohol poisoning 
victim gets professional med-
ical help early, he or she will 
survive.

 Debbie Allen was responsi-
ble for California’s recent pas-
sage of its Underage Drinking 
Immunity Law allowing teens 
to get help, without the threat 
of prosecution, for friends who 
have been drinking and are in 
trouble. Th e Four Points News 
reported last week that Texas 
passed similar legislation: 911 
Lifeline Law.
    Allen made it clear tonight 
that neither she nor her hus-
band, Steve, condones under-
age drinking. However, as a 
realist, she is willing to “do 

whatever it takes to save a life”.
    I just pray that, as they head 
out to next month’s Homecom-
ing parties and later, to their 
fi rst senior prom, our Vande-
grift  kids remember Shelby’s 
story.    
   Debbie Allen has been nomi-
nated for a Congressional 
Medal of Honor for her work 
with alcohol poisoning educa-
tion. For more information, go 
to www.shelbysrulesfounda-
tion.com.

    “It is the hard truth that 
despite our best eff orts to 
protect them, in the end our 
children’s safety, their very 
lives can come down to other 
young people knowing when 
and how to ask for help.” ~ 
Debbie Allen

$989,500
9308 Prince Charles

www.TopKWGroup.com
(512) 418-1435

Home of the Week

River Ridge Elementary fourth-grade students paid tribute to 
the victims of 9/11 and honor the National Day of Service and 
Remembrance by collecting more than $3,600. It took volun-
teers more than 5 hours to count all of that change! On Friday 
they donated the money to local fi re fi ghters.

River Ridge 4th graders 
collect $3,600 for fi refi ghters

 Paving will start next week at 
the Quinlan Crossing/Steiner 
Ranch entrance at Quinlan Park 
Rd and RM 620.
 “We are scheduled to begin 
paving operations on October 3, 
with an overall completion date 
of November 4,” said John Hurt, 
Texas Department of Transpor-
tation Public Aff airs Offi  cer.
 TxDOT is installing a dual left  
turn from westbound RM 620 to 
southbound Quinlan Park Rd. 
Northbound Quinlan Park is 
being re-confi gured to have two 
right turn lanes and one left  turn 
lane.
 At Marshal Ford Rd, TxDOT 
will construct a new signalized 
4-way intersection; eastbound 
right turn into the new develop-
ment (south of RM 620), a west-
bound left  into the new devel-
opment, and an eastbound left  
turn into Marshal Ford.
 TxDOt authorized the work 
to begin work on June 29. Hunt-
er Industries is the contractor. 
Th e project is estimated to cost 
$400,000.
 TxDOT has been busy on 
other roadways that aff ect Four 
Points commuters. On Wednes-
day there will be a RM 2222 Bull 
Creek Bridge Ribbon Cutting 
ceremony with State Sen. Kirk 
Watson, State Rep. Donna How-
ard and Carlos Lopez – Austin 
District Engineer, TxDOT on 
hand.

Paving at 
Quinlan 
Crossing
 & Steiner
entrance starts 
next week

Pfl ugerville fi re but it turned 
around quickly when the Stein-
er fi re was gaining momentum.
    “When they (LTFR fi ghters) 
realized the fi re was going to 
jump road, and they were not 
stopping it, they called in more 
resources as structures were 
threatened,” Linardos said.
    Th ere was more structure 
gear and structure units called 
in to fi ght the wind driven fi res.
 “Th ere were also brush units 
on the fl anks (of the fi re) to try 
to contain it but access was dif-
fi cult,” he said. Th ey had wind, 
steep terrain and power lines to 
contend with.
 “Th e fi re took a down slope 
and left  hook then an up slope 
toward structures,” he said.
 At about an hour into the 
fi re, LTFR was asking for more 
resources. Two Star Flight 
helicopters arrived on scene 
dumping Lake Travis water on 
burning areas and fi re retar-
dant. Also two Travis County 
bulldozers were brought in to 
work the greenbelts to protect 
areas from fl ames.

 Th e heat of the battle oc-
curred between 7:30 p.m and 
9 p.m. when 31 trucks were 
pumping water on the fi res.
 Th at included three en-
gines and a ladder from LTFR, 
eight engines and a ladder 
from City of Austin, and one 
engine from Travis County’s 
Volente department. Other 
county engines were fi ghting 
other fi res. Th ere were also six 
brush units and fi ve more en-
gines that came from the pre-
staged North Texas TIFMAS 
Strike Team. Th e team was po-
sitioned in Travis County be-
cause weather conditions were 
conducive to the threat of fi res. 
Twenty two fi ghters responded 
to the Steiner fi res.
 “(Th e strike unit) was a 
Godsend,” Linardos said.
 Austin Fire Department also 
provided critical help in the 
emergency.
 “Th e City of Austin gave us 
as much as they could get. We 
really drew them down. Austin 
Fire Department kept send-
ing engines and fresh crews 

out when our guys were just 
beat up,” Linardos said. Crews 
worked in shift s where they 
would go back and rest for four 
or fi ve hours and then come 
back out.
 “In 100 degree plus heat you 
can’t keep working like they 
were for long,” he said.
 Th e strategy to fi ght the fi re 
was extremely diffi  cult.
 “We had three zones that 
gave us the biggest problems 
at one time. Th e fi rst zone that 
was the hardest hit was Me-
dina River Way. We tried to 
get between the fuel (trees and 
brush) and the houses,” he said.
 “We tried to hit it on the sides 
and tried to stop it but then 
had to pull back to Schleicher 
Trail,” Linardos said.
 At the same time Varner 
Court was intensifying and 
simultaniously the third zone 
taking a lot of hits was Cowden 
Drive.
 “It was hard to stop at all 
points,” he said.
 At one point, it appeared 
the three zones could not be 

stopped and the strategy was 
being considered to pull back 
to a certain point and let sev-
eral hundred homes burn to 
save the rest of the community, 
thousands of homes, Linardos 
said.
 But as evening came, the 
winds slowed down and fi re-
fi ghters started gaining ground 
and containing the fi res.
 “We still wish we could have 
saved every house,” he said.
    Many agencies supported the 
eff orts including water district 
WCID 17. Th ey let Linardos 
know that the water tanks were 
full which gave confi dence to 
those on the front lines that 
they could accomplish what 
they needed to.
 It was one of the toughest 
fi res Linardos, who has made a 
career in fi ghting fi res, has ever 
fought.
 “Th is one hit home. Th is is 
my community where my fam-
ily lives, my work is, my church 
family is and friends are,” Lin-
ardos said.

If the cause of fi re is something that can be preventable, Travis Coun-
ty will do what it can to help prevent such causes, Lee said.
    For example, power lines are designed to meet certain fi re safety 
codes. If it is found, through investigation, that there is a design fl aw 
in this case, a new design will be considered or codes modifi ed, Lee 
said.
    “We are not saying it was a poor design,” he said.

“One thing we do know is that we were riding the perfect storm that 
day. We had a weather phenomena... the degree of drought we’re in 
has not occurred since 1921. And the high winds were a factor,” Lee 
said.

Th e weather will be taken into consideration in considering the of-
fi cial cause of fi re, he added.

Also a number of other things may have happened contributing to its 
cause including the earth may have shift ed under the utility poles, or 
there could have been shift ing of wires and conductors.
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Absolute
Remodeling
& Handyman 
Services

“Absolute Quality”

Insured

Kitchen

Bathroom

Painting

Sheetrock

Windows

Flooring

Doors

Tile

Lee Stark 512-422-5262

Email: ARHS@Austin.rr.com

Services:
Sprinkler System Installation

Total Landscape Maintenance
Landscape Design/Installation

Sod and Tree Installation
Tree Care and Removal

Phone: 512-259-5296
Fax: 512-259-0380

P.O. Box 1922
Leander, TX 78646

LI-0007203

GEOSCAPES 
OF TEXAS, INC.

Landscape Services

SPICER MECHANICAL
TACLB#022509E

Rick Spicer, MM1,USN(Ret.)

�������	�
�����������
���
���������
����������������������

�
���������������������
                                                       (512) 913-4907

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES
777-2774

Rotten Board Replacement - Decks - Fences
Doors Installed - Windows - Painting - Staining
Pressure Washing - Pergollas - Trellas
Electrical Repairs - Plumbing Repairs
Drywall Repairs - Tile Flooring - Siding

CALL TODAY - FREE ESTIMATES 
LICENSED & INSURED

www.CedarParkHandyman.com

CEDAR PARK HANDYMAN
No Job Too Small or Too Big

Community 
Events

 

Dear Neighbor,
I would like to invite you to visit my studio off of 620 in Hudson Bend.  I have been a salon owner for many years and now work by myself 
in a quiet, private studio, overlooking the lake.  Having been in the beauty industry for over 28 years working in 5-star salons and spas, I 
know the high prices that come with upkeep for women and men.  I have built a reputation through repeated quality and consistency with 
my clients.  I offer the same products, service, and results at a fraction of the price.

To schedule an appointment or consultation call 266-3019

Mention this ad and receive complementary facial wax included on your first visit.

Left: Legacies’ Social Captain Katheryn Skinn (pictured) explains a step 
in a routine performed during last week’s dance clinic. 

Middle: Strike a pose! That’s River Ridge third grader Kylie Leblanc
enjoying last weekend’s Legacies dance clinic. 

Right: Legacies sophomore Paulina Esqueda takes a much deserved
break with River Ridge second grader Rachel Jensen during the 
squad’s biannual dance clinic. 

 Approximately 400 ladies 
came out for the fi rst Steiner 
Ranch Ladies Night on Sept. 17.
 Over 40 women-owned busi-
nesses from the Steiner Ranch 
area participated and made this 
a great event to celebrate, said 
Myrta McGugan-Mogen, event 
coordinator.
 Steiner Ranch Yoga, Lake 
Austin Day Spa, B Fitting Make-

overs and Blush Austin were just 
a handful of the vendors who en-
joyed the event.
 Catherine Ford, Independent 
Scentsy Consultant, said the 
response she got was positive 
as she drummed up some new 
business. “Participating in the 
event was great publicity for my 
business. I look forward to par-
ticipating again next year!”

 Other vendors received pages 
of new client contacts.
 “All in all it was a great net-
working tool for the women in 
the neighborhood,” McGugan-
Mogen said.
 Money was also collected at 
the event to donate to the do-
mestic violence shelter.

Steiner Ranch Ladies 
Night drew hundreds

 Smiles were big and laugh-
ter pervasive in Vandegrift  High 
School’s main gym as ‘little Lega-
cies’ tried to keep in step with ‘big 
Legacies’ during the recent dance 
clinic. Th e event is held twice a 
year and constitutes an essential 
fundraiser for the dance troupe.
 “Th e money goes towards oper-
ational costs,” said Legacies Direc-
tor Holly Lyons. “Th is year, a por-
tion will be allocated to our New 
York travel trip.”
 Th e local team has been select-
ed to appear in this year’s Macy’s 
Th anksgiving Day Parade in New 
York City.
 Registration is currently under-
way at www.vhslegacies.org for the 
upcoming Little Legacies Home-
coming event on October 28, 2011.

Legacies going to 
Macy’s Th anksgiving 
Parade in NYC

 Leslee Bassman

 Leslee Bassman Leslee Bassman

Have 
an 

event? 
Share 
it with 

us!
E-MAIL: FOURPOINTSNEWS.

EDIT@GMAIL.COM



 Th e Forest Service wants to 
assure the public that the For-
est Service has ample aircraft  
strategically placed around the 
country to support on-the-
ground teams combating this 
year’s wildfi res.
 Chief Tom Tidwell said its 
current available airplane fl eet 
includes:

 • 17  Large Air Tankers which 
have a capacity of delivering an 
average of over 2000 gals. of wa-
ter or retardant per trip.
 • 1  DC-10 Very Large Air-
tanker with a capacity of 12,000 
gals.
 • 8  military aircraft  specially 
outfi tted to fi ght fi res with an 
average capacity of 3000 gals.

 • 3  CL- 215 scooper aircraft  
which can deliver an average of 
1300 gals. of water per trip.
 • More than 100 wildland fi re 
response helicopters, including 
exclusive use contracts for:
 • 2 dozen Type-1 heavy heli-
copters
 • Over 40 Type-2 medium 
helicopters on national con-
tracts
 • Over 50 Type-3 light he-
licopters on local or regional 
contracts
 • Additional helicopters are 
available through call-when-
needed contracts
All of these assets support the 
more than 16,000 federal fi re-
fi ghters (10,500 are Forest Ser-
vice), and 1,000 Forest Service 
fi refi ghting engines.
 Th e Forest Service takes the 
safety of its employees and 
contractors seriously and it 
insist on maintaining strin-
gent airworthiness standards 
that were developed aft er two 
airtankers crashed in 2002, 
resulting in the loss of both 
crews.  Th e Forest Service does 
not take shortcuts on safety.

Follow 
us on

“The Table”
8:30 am

Traditional
Worship

Holy Communion
{Sanctuary}

“The Vine”
11:00 am
Traditional

Worship 
{Sanctuary}

“The Way”
11:00 am

Contemporary
Worship 

{Ministry Activities 
Center, MAC Hall}

9:45 am
Sunday School

for
All Ages

The Four Points News reaches nearly every single family home in Steiner 
Ranch, River Place, and Grandview Hills. Austinʼs most affluent neighbor-
hoods! I can show you how to reach these potential customers.

fourpointsnews@austin.rr.com

FOUR POINTS NEWS

(512) 249-8488
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www.karennaples.com

restorative, cosmetic & implant dentistry

Beautiful Smiles

Complimentary Exam and X-Rays
with New Patient Cleaning

���������������

Four Points 
Family Vision

• Therapeutic Optometrist
• Specialty Contact Lenses
• Pediatric Vision Exam
• Laser Surgery Consultation

Steiner Ranch Resident

Practicing Full Scope Optometry

Appointments & 
Walk-Ins Welcome

Mon, Tue, Th, Fri, Sat,:
9:30-7:00

Board Certified by the Texas Board of Optometry

Dr. Sherry Salkhordeh

Located at the Four Points Wal-Mart at
8201 N. FM 620 • Austin, TX 78726

512-328-2015

 Limited space is available and 
open to all area businesses.

Visit Chamber website for details!
www.FourPointsChamber.com

Thursday, October 20, 2011
4:00 – 7:00 pm

River Place Country Club
Aus� n, Texas
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DISCOVER
- Visit Four Points Businesses showcasing    
   for you their products and services 
   during the Expo & Networking 
   Reception.

CONNECT
- Be inspired by Drew Sanders, Head 
   Coach/Athletic Director
- Network with local area business 
   leaders

PARTICIPATE
- Get involved in your community by 
   acquainting yourself with local 
   businesses. 
- Silent auction, proceeds benefi ting the 
   Vandegrift PTSA

Admission is FREE 
   and refreshments will be served.

Featuring
Local Business Exhibits 

& Keynote by

DREW SANDERS
Head Coach/Athletic Director

Vandegrift H.S.
“T.G.I.T”

Making the most of today

INTERESTED IN EXHIBITING?INTERESTED IN EXHIBITING?

Pack 2030 Webelos 2 scouts 
from River Place show off  their 
wooden picture frames. With 
help from den leaders Brian 
Smith and Piers Hendrie and 
other volunteer parents, these 
10-year olds worked with miter 
saws and x-acto knives to create 
these tree-branch frames for 
their Craftsman achievement 
activity.

Piers Hendrie

Piers Hendrie

Four Points News, Th ursday, September 29, 2011 • Page 7

US Forest Service has 
dedicated fl eets for 
fi ghting wildfi res

Boy Scouts work with 
power tools for Craft sman 
achievement activity
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THESE 
VIPERS BY SPONSORING THIS PAGE

Alex Kotlarz
Senior

Amey Langford
Junior

Favorite part about being involved in Viper Legacies: 
Being able to be involved with school activities and knowing I 
have a second family that always has my back!

Favorite part of being involved in volleyball:
I love this sport and the rush of energy I get when my team does well. 
And working together as a team to accomplish goals has helped me 
become more confi dent on and off  the court. It’s also incredible to be 
a role model for future Vipers! What an experience it has been to be a 
lady Viper from the beginning … we truly are second to none.

Favorite part of being involved in Viper Cheer: 
My favorite part of being a VHS cheerleader is promoting school 
spirit, leadership and being a positive role model for future Vi-
pers.

Favorite part about being involved in Viper Football: 
It means a whole lot to be a Viper football player. I’ve never felt so 
much a part of a team. I love my team and all my teammates. It’s 
an honor.

Favorite part about being in the Viper Band: 
The Viper Band has an environment where I always feel comfort-
able and can be myself!”

Delaney Bull
Sophmore

Jenni Abbarno
Freshman

Mollie Bailey
Junior

Cole Groom
Freshman

Favorite part about being involved in Viper Cross Country: 
My favorite part about cross country is being able to see all of your hard 
work and eff ort show on your results at the races. It is very rewarding 
to feel the sense of accomplishment at the end of the race and to know 
how hard you have worked for the results.
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512.372.9700
Located in the Shops at Riverplace

Go Vipers!
El Señor

Mexican Cuisine
Open until Midnight on Home Game Nights.

FOUR POINTS NEWS
Follow us on Facebook

LESLEE BASSMAN
LBassman@austin.rr.com

    Viper Football, with only one full district season 
under its belt and utilizing only a single quarter-
back, was nothing short of stunning at the end of 
one of their toughest battles to-date. Don’t let the 
game tally fool you; the T’wolves were on the run 
for the entire three-and-a-half hours of play and, 
despite ultimately falling 29-28 aft er Friday night’s 
overtime play, Vandegrift  solidifi ed its position as 
a top 4A contender.
    Judging from the cramped stands, the entire Four 
Points community seemed to come out to witness 
the gridiron showdown between Cedar Park High 
School, which just last June graduated its fi nal 
students from Grandview Hills, River Place and 
Steiner Ranch, and Vandegrift  High School, whose 
fi rst class of seniors were once privy to the Tim-
berwolves’ playbook. And the players didn’t disap-
point the fans at Monroe Stadium.
    Th e Vipers got on the board fi rst with a pass 
from quarterback Dakota Prukop, recently named 
to ESPNU’s 2012 Top 100 Quarterbacks, to receiv-
er Dylan Hosek. An onside kick kept the ball in 
Viper hands; however, special teams appeared to 
bow to the pressure and Vandegrift  couldn’t con-
vert. With just under three minutes remaining in 
the half, Prukop’s quarterback keeper accounted 
for Vandegrift ’s second score and their momentum 
continued to shut out the T’wolves at the half, 13-0.
    Cedar Park quarterback Alex Curl turned the 
game over to Brian Hogan in the third quarter. 

Th e T’wolves’ option plays plagued the Vipers 
throughout the second half, allowing Cedar Park 
to capitalize on the strategy. With the strength of 
a fresh quarterback, Th omas Middleton’s gains 
and Zac Espinoza’s defense, the Timberwolves ap-
peared to have wrapped up the rivalry with a 21 
-13 lead late in the fourth quarter.
    With only 43 seconds left , Viper receiver Bran-
don Brown connected with Prukop on a 48-yard 
touchdown pass. Vandegrift  receiver Mark Giles 
managed to break free deep in the Cedar Park end 
zone to catch a quick pass from Prukop and score 
in the two-point conversion needed to push the 
game into overtime at 21.
    Viper running back Yuron Shears scored with 
a 25-yard run on Vandegrifs’ fi rst overtime play. 
Brett Koster put up the extra point, 28-21, and 
the game was on. Following a penalty, Cedar Park 
answered with Th omas Middleton for both the 
touchdown and two-point conversion to win the 
game, 29-28.  
    Turnovers, fi ve for Cedar Park and three for Van-
degrift , as well as ten penalties apiece will certainly 
give Vandegrift  Head Coach Drew Sanders and 
Cedar Park Head Coach Chris Ross something to 
work on this week.
    Vandegrift  passed for 138 yards and rushed for 
161 yards to Cedar Park’s 88 passing yards and 278 
rushing yards.
    Th e Vipers (4-1, 0-1) hit the road Friday for a 
7:30 p.m. game against Dripping Springs High 
School (3-2, 0-1).

Vipers challenge Timberwolves 
in toughest battle of seasonFollow us on



Courtesy of Photo Texas Photography

1) Please give an update on your season so far including some 
highlights or milestones?  

We have completed the show and are working towards 
polishing it for our fi rst contest performance on October 8.  
Th e students have been amazing and met all goals set before 
them…even in this unbelievable heat.

2) What do you expect going forward with the Viper Band?

Our expectations are to improve every day against our 
own standard.  We work to not allow outside infl uences to 
dictate our sense of accomplishment or excellence.  Th e vision 
for the Vandegrift  High School Band program is to “Defi ne the 
Standard” in all we do.  If we work to live the vision, day in and 
day out, then we will undoubtedly achieve greatness.

3) What are some of your upcoming events?

We will be competing at the following events in October:
October 8 – Bands of America, Conroe Regional
October 15 – Vista Ridge Marching Festival
October 22 – University Interscholastic League Region Contest
October 29 – University Interscholastic League Area Contest
November 5 – Bands of America, San Antonio Super Regional

4) Any added comments about the season?  

Th e staff  and I are honored to lead such a fi ne group of musi-
cians and dancers.  Th e students continue to push the envelope 
of what is possible…TRULY AMAZING!

&Q
A

&Q
A

with Viper Band 
Director Jeremy Spicer

with Viper Cross Country 
Coach Jennifer Gegogeine

Viper Cross Country

Viper Band

Courtesy of Photo Texas Photography

cc

Photos by Chris Smith

Bearing Financial Advisors, LLC
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT    •   FINANCIAL PLANNING   •   DUE DILIGENCE

Securities and Investment Advisory Services are offered through VSR Financial Services, Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor and a member of FINRA/SIPC.

www.bearingfi nancial.com

Go Vipers!
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1) Please give an update on your season so far including some 
highlights or milestones?

 All teams have made huge progress since the beginning of the 
season. Th ey have been working hard and I know they will con-
tinue to make Vandegrift  proud.
 
 According to the CCCAT poll, which is a poll that coaches vote 
on for rankings, the Viper boys team is ranked 6th in the state for 
4A and the Viper girls team is ranked 10th in 4A.  

At the San Antonio UTSA Invitational on Sept. 17, the girls team 
got 1st place against 31 teams and competed against more than 
260 runners.  Nikki Keys was 8th fi nishing with a 2 mile time of 11 
min and 40 seconds, and Gretta Smith was 10th overall,  Leah But-
terfi eld was 26th, Haley Conroy was 35th and Cody Cox was 44th.  

At the same meet, the boys team got 3rd out of 31 teams and com-
peted against over 280 runners.  J.R. Hardy was 7th overall with a 
fi nishing 5K time of 15 min and 49 seconds,  Topher Jensen was 8th 
overall, Brandon Keys 20th, Marshall Wilson 44th and Matthew 
Richardson was 65th.  

On the Sept. 24th Cedar Park Invitational, varsity boys ran in the 
5A division and placed 3rd out of 17 teams. JR hardy led the way 
for the Vipers fi nishing 3rd with a 5k time of 15.58. Topher Jensen 
was 5th, Brandon Keys was 9th, Marshall Wilson was 23 and Matt 
Villegas was 48th.

Varsity girls ran in the 4A division and came in 6th out of 18 
teams. Nikki Keys led the way for the Vipers fi nishing 5th overall, 
running  the 3200M course in a time of 11.58. Cody Cox was 27th, 
Haley Conroy was 38th, Isabella Chestney was 41st and Zhanya 
Griffi  n was 52nd.

2) What do you expect going forward with Viper Cross Country?

I expect the teams to continue to work hard and compete in the 
state meet on November 12.  



By JOHN DOPSON
YouthSportsPage@gmail.com

 Little did I know 11 years ago 
while sitting around a campfi re 
with a good friend and our young 
boys, we were sitting where our 
boys would be playing middle 
and high school football.
 Th e spot was approximately 
where the fl ood control pit is 
behind the Four Points Middle 
School football fi eld.
 Gone are the old farm house, 
washer pits, dirt track for the go-
karts, and
the deer stands. Born in their 
place are Vandegrift  High School 

and Four Points Middle School 
with the foundation of a top 
football program wedged in the 
middle.
 Last Friday night’s wildly ex-
citing game against Cedar Park 
proved that a solid foundation is 
in place and looks to have a very 
bright future.
 Most of the well known pro-
grams around the state have 
similar beginnings to Vandegrift . 
Southlake Carroll, Katy, Trinity, 
Lake Travis, etc. all got to where 
they are today by sharing similar 
“best practices” that Coach Sand-
ers employed his fi rst week as an 
LISD employee.
 Sanders immediately instilled 
the Viper culture into Four Points 
Pop Warner, Canyon Ridge MS 
and Four Points MS. Th e little
things for the future Vipers such 
as the 7 v 7 leagues, the coaching 
staff ’s tireless work with the sum-
mer camps, coaching clinics for 
the Pop Warner coaches, etc. are 
what makes memories like last 
Friday night sure to be a
common occurrence for years to 
come!
 John Dopson has coached 
youth sports in Four Points since 
2002. In the fall of 2008 he joined 
Chance Mock and Scott Hanna 
to launch Four Points Pop War-
ner, which has grown into the 2nd 
largest Pop Warner Association in 
Central Texas. Th e Dopson family 
lives in Steiner Ranch.

1) Please give an update on your season so far including some 
highlights or milestones?

 Prior to district play, we were 20-8 overall and we came home 
with two tournament championships.  We won the Copperas Cove 
tournament and the Cedar Creek tournament.  Th ese are the fi rst 
ever volleyball tournament championships for Vandegrift  and 20 
wins is an overall record of wins so far.

2) Where does your team stand, overall and district records?

 We are currently 20-13 overall and 0-4 in district play.

3) What do you expect going forward with Viper Volleyball?

 We are disappointed with our fi rst three games of district play 
and are currently making adjustments to get back on track.  We 
are working on our defense, pursuing the ball, and limiting our 
unforced errors.
 We played much better against Cedar Park on Friday.  We 
lost, but we are heading in the right direction.  We wrap up the fi rst 
round of district play this week.  We are at home on Tuesday versus 
Vista Ridge and at Dripping Springs on Friday.

4) Any big rival games ahead?

We play Rouse at home on October 4th.  We will also be honoring 
our middle school programs that night.  JV and 9th A start at 5:30, 
followed by the varsity at 6:30.

&Q
A

with Viper Volleyball 
Coach Kelly McCarter

&Q
A

with Viper Football 
Coach Drew Sanders

1) Please give an update on your season so far including some 
highlights or milestones?

 We are currently 4-1 (0-1 in district) and coming off  an 
overtime loss to a state-ranked team, Cedar Park.  We are show-
ing our dramatic program improvement by improving from a 53 
point loss just last year to this opponent.  We are slowly building 
this program
to be one that is respected in all of Central Texas.  What a credit 
to our kids and our program.

2) What do you expect going forward with Viper Football?

 I expect to perform well in all district game and qualify for 
the playoff s in class AAAA.  We expect to have 100% passing for 
our entire football program.

3) Any big rival games ahead?

 I think the crowd at the CP game probably answered this 
question, but a lot of fans will be attending our Lake Travis game 
also to see how our young, up and coming program performs 
against the best in the state.

4) Added thoughts about the season?

 We are thankful for the rabid support of our Viper fans. 
Monroe Stadium is a tough place to play for our opponents!
 We play Dripping Springs in Dripping Springs this Friday at 
7:30 pm.  We need every single Viper fan there!

Viper 
Volleyball

Viper 
Football

Brick by brick - the 
foundation of a foot-
ball program is born

 

Waggoner Insurance Group, Inc. 
wishes success to all our viper athletes.  

Chris and Pam Waggoner

Specializing in all Commercial 
and Life and Health Insurance needs.

 We’ve been in business over 20 years.  

3301 Northland Dr #212
Austin, Tx 78731

Residents of the Four Points area for 13 plus years.   
3 children going throughout the LISD schools. 512-458-2957

ROCK CLIMBING
• Youth Competition Climbing Team- ages 6-19, all abilities
• Climbing builds Strength, Mental Toughness and Discipline
• $160/Month includes up to four practices per week and gym membership
• Regional, National and International Competitions
• For more information visit the website or contact Head Coach John Myrick 

ccs@usaclimbing.org • www.austinrockgym.com

512-775-0378
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Auto • Home • Life • Business • Workers Compensation

Guy Wehman
Agent - Owner
Wehman Insurance Agency

8830 Business Park Drive,
Suite 100
Austin, TX 78759
Bus: 512-329-0090
Fax: 512-329-0505

Go Vipers!

Left Top: Pumped up and 
ready to go! Pictured are 
Kolton Joines (with fl ag) 
and Forrest Threadgill 
(#11). 

Right Middle: Legacies’ 
Brittany Le entertains the 
Monroe Stadium crowd 
as the Vipers prepare to 
take the fi eld for Friday 
night’s game. Photo by 
Leslee Bassman

Right Bottom: Senior 
Jennifer Mertz shows her 
Viper spirit on the fi eld 
prior to last week’s match 
up with Cedar Park. Mertz 
is a photographer with 
the Vandegrift Voice 
student newspaper. 

Right Top: Vandegrift’s 
Lauren Poole enjoys 
Friday evening’s halftime 
show. 
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2422 RR 620 S.
M-F 10-6

512.261.2427

360 & 2222
M-F 10-6, SAT 10-5, SUN 12-5

512.360.2222

WILLIAM CANNON & MOPAC
M-F 10-6, SAT 10-5, SUN 1-4

512.836.7600

2314 RUTLAND DR
M-F 10-4

512.836.7600

14010 US HWY 183 (620 & 183)
M-F 10-6, SAT 10-5

512.360.2222

LAKEWAYCENTRAL NORTH

SOUTH LAKELINE

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU! 

www.chasecarpets.com

Leslee Bassman

Leslee Bassman

Leslee Bassman

Leslee Bassman

Leslee Bassman

It takes a community
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So much goes into the Friday night games. Booster parents
prep the players and concession stands. Workers prepare
the fi elds with paint and freshly cut grass. Band members
pump up the team and audiences. Cheerleaders lead the
crowd with chanting. Th e spectators beat their own drums.
In fact the Viper student section has a tradition they started
with “trash can” drums to rally support. Th e dance teams
work hard on their halft ime routines. And the players give it
their all for the show under the Friday night lights. It’s not 
just about the football team, it’s about the entire community 
pulling together as one.

Above: Game on! At the coin toss: Brian Hogan 
(#12), Adam Hill (#43), Felix Romero (#75) for 
Cedar Park and Cam Harris (#2), Brandon Brown 
(#3), Dakota Prukop (#9), Peyton Perret (#78) for 
Vandegrift. 



CMYK

GO VIPERS!!
Copper Palm Moving & Storage

Moving Your Friends and Neighbors For 25 Years
We Make Moving A Breeze

266-6900 • www.copperpalmmoving.com

Treating cancer is people caring for people.

DIAGNOSIS & STAGING • RADIOTHERAPY • CHEMOTHERAPY • LDR & HDR • BRACHYTHERAPY • RADIOSURGERY 
IMMUNOTHERAPY • INTERVENTIONAL PROCEDURES • CYBERKNIFE® • CLINICAL TRIALS • SUPPORT SERVICES

NORTH AUSTIN
12221 Mo-Pac Expressway North
Inside North Austin Medical Center

512.901.1180

CENTRAL AUSTIN
2600 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

512.505.5500

Northwest Austin
11111 Research Blvd., Ste. LL2

Inside Seton Northwest Hospital

512.531.5200

GEORGETOWN
2000 Scenic Drive,  Suite G002

(Located in St. David’s Georgetown Hospital)

512.763.3850
Visit us online at www.AustinCancerCenters.com Visit us online at www.GeorgetownCancerCenter.com

For Radiation or Medical Oncology appointments at either facility, call our Scheduling Center at 512.623.5269

STANDING, LEFT TO RIGHT: DR. STEPHEN L. BROWN | DR. SHANON D. COX | DR. ALLISON E. GORREBEECK | DR. BRIAN J. SHIMKUS | DR. GEORGE R. BROWN

SEATED, LEFT TO RIGHT: DR. TERRY BOYLE | DR. BENJAMIN J. DOWNIE | DR. DOUGLAS J. RIVERA | DR. KIRSTEN A. WARHOE

MID-SEASONUpdateUpdate

• Volleyball• Volleyball
• Cross Country• Cross Country
• Football • Football 

Inside Inside 
Pages 8-11Pages 8-11
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